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(57) ABSTRACT

A display unit according to the present invention (100q)
includes at least one display panel (10) and at least one light-
transmitting cover (20) disposed on a viewer’s side of the at
least one display panel; the at least one light-transmitting
cover includes a planar portion (24) having a viewer-side
surface (24a) which is a plane, and a curved surface portion
(22) adjoining the planar portion along a first axis, the curved
surface portion (22) having a viewer-side surface (22a) which
is a curved surface; and the planar portion includes a slope
portion such that the distance between a viewer-side surface
and a rear surface decreases away from the curved surface
portion along the first axis. According to the present inven-
tion, a direct-viewing type display unit and display device
which are thinner than conventional are provided.

11 Claims, 32 Drawing Sheets
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1
DISPLAY UNIT AND DISPLAY DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a display unit and a display
device, and in particular to a display unit and a display device
of a direct-viewing type.

BACKGROUND ART

A liquid crystal display device includes a liquid crystal
display panel, a backlight device, circuits for supplying vari-
ous electrical signals to the liquid crystal display panel, and a
power supply, as well as a housing in which to accommodate
these. The liquid crystal display panel has a display region in
which a plurality of pixels are arrayed, and a frame region
around it. In the display region, pixel electrodes and TFTs are
provided. In the frame region, a sealing portion, an imple-
mentation of driving circuitry, and the like are provided.
Since no pixels are arrayed in the frame region, the frame
region does not contribute to displaying. Although liquid
crystal display devices are featuring narrower and narrower
frames, the frame region cannot be abolished according to
principles.

When a large screen is constructed by arraying a plurality
of display panels, joints will occur in the image because the
frame regions of the display panels do not contribute to dis-
playing. Therefore, in order to display a jointless image,
Patent Document 1 discloses a display device including a
light-transmitting cover provided on the viewer’s side of a
display panel. An edge portion of this light-transmitting cover
includes a portion where its viewer’s side surface is curved.
The curved portion functions as a lens, and therefore will be
referred to as a “lens portion” hereinafter. The lens portion of
the light-transmitting cover is provided so as to overlap the
frame region of the display panel and a portion of a region of
the display region adjoining the frame region. A portion of the
display region that overlaps the lens portion will be referred to
as a “peripheral display region”. Light which goes out from
pixels which are arrayed in the peripheral display region is
refracted by the lens portion toward the frame region. As a
result, an image is also displayed on the front face of the frame
region, so that a jointless image is displayed on the entire
screen.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

[Patent Document 1] Japanese National Phase PCT Laid-
Open Publication No. 2004-524551

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

It has been found through a study by the inventors that, in
order to obscure the frame region by disposing a light-trans-
mitting cover at the viewer’s side of a display panel according
to the technique described in Patent Document 1, the thick-
ness of the lens portion needs to be three or more times as
large as the width of the frame region. This has led to the
finding that the display device described in Patent Document
1 has a problem of inferior portability due to the increased
thickness and weight induced by the thicker light-transmit-
ting cover. Especially when the technique described in Patent
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2

Document 1 is applied to a foldable display device, the dis-
play device will be thick in a folded state, which is not pref-
erable for portable use.

The present invention has been made in order to solve the
above problems, and an objective thereof is to provide a
direct-viewing type display unit and display device which are
thinner than conventional. It is a particular objective to pro-
vide a direct-viewing type display unit and display device,
which are thinner than conventional, such that a frame region
of a display panel is obscured or a jointless image can be
displayed when a plurality of display panels are used for
tiling. It is also an objective to provide a foldable display
device which is thinner than conventional and capable of
displaying a jointless image.

Solution to Problem

A direct-viewing type display unit according to the present
invention comprises at least one display panel and at least one
light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the at
least one display panel, wherein, the at least one light-trans-
mitting cover includes a planar portion having a viewer-side
surface which is a plane, and a curved surface portion adjoin-
ing the planar portion along a first axis, the curved surface
portion having a viewer-side surface which is a curved sur-
face; and the planar portion includes a slope portion such that
a distance between a viewer-side surface and a rear surface
decreases away from the curved surface portion along the first
axis. The first axis is an axis extending along the horizontal
direction, for example.

In one embodiment, a distance between a viewer-side sur-
face and a rear surface of the at least one light-transmitting
cover is largest at a boundary between the curved surface
portion and the planar portion.

In one embodiment, the at least one display panel includes
a display region, and a frame region provided outside the
display region; and the slope portion extends over to a bound-
ary between the display region and a portion of the frame
region that is located at an opposite side from where the
curved surface portion is located.

In one embodiment, the slope portion is disposed so as to
adjoin the curved surface portion.

In one embodiment, the at least one display panel includes
a display region and a frame region provided outside the
display region; and the curved surface portion causes a part of
light going out from the display region to be refracted toward
the frame region.

In one embodiment, the planar portion has a cross-sec-
tional shape which is a wedge shape.

In one embodiment, the at least one light-transmitting
cover is formed by injection molding using an acrylic resin,
for example.

A display device according to the present invention com-
prises a first display unit and a second display unit, the first
display unit and the second display unit each being the above
display unit, wherein, the first display unit includes a first
display panel and a first light-transmitting cover disposed on
a viewer’s side of the first display panel; the second display
unit includes a second display panel and a second light-
transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the second
display panel; the first light-transmitting cover includes a first
planar portion and a first curved surface portion adjoining the
first planar portion along the first axis; the second light-
transmitting cover includes a second planar portion and a
second curved surface portion adjoining the second planar
portion along the first axis; and the first curved surface portion
adjoins the second curved surface portion along the first axis.
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In one embodiment, an angle constituted by a side face of
the first curved surface portion and a rear surface of the first
curved surface portion is less than 90°, and an angle consti-
tuted by a side face of the second curved surface portion and
arear surface of the second curved surface portion is less than
90°.

In one embodiment, a distance between the viewer-side
surface and a rear surface of the curved surface portion at the
boundary between the curved surface portion and the planar
portion is less than three times as large as a width of the frame
region along a direction in which the first axis extends.

Another display device according to the present invention
is a foldable display device comprising a first display unit and
a second display unit, and a uniaxial hinge device having a
single rotation axis, the first display unit and the second
display unit each being the above display unit, wherein, the
first display unit includes a first display panel and a first
light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the
first display panel; the second display unit includes a second
display panel and a second light-transmitting cover disposed
on a viewer’s side of the second display panel; and the first
display unit and the second display unit are linked via the
single rotation axis so as to be capable of relative rotation.

A still another display device according to the present
invention is a foldable display device comprising a first dis-
play unit and a second display unit, and a biaxial hinge device,
the first display unit and the second display unit each being
the above display unit, wherein, the first display unit includes
a first display panel and a first light-transmitting cover dis-
posed on a viewer’s side of the first display panel; the second
display unit includes a second display panel and a second
light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the
second display panel; the first display unit and the second
display unit are linked by the biaxial hinge device so that the
first display unit is capable of rotating around a first rotation
axis and that the second display unit is capable of rotating
around a second rotation axis which is parallel to the first
rotation axis; the first light-transmitting cover includes a first
planar portion and a first curved surface portion adjoining the
first planar portion; the second light-transmitting cover
includes a second planar portion and a second curved surface
portion adjoining the second planar portion; a viewer-side
surface of the first planar portion is a plane, and a viewer-side
surface of the first curved surface portion is a part of a cylin-
drical surface having a center axis at a first center axis; a
viewer-side surface of the second planar portion is a plane,
and a viewer-side surface of the second curved surface por-
tion is a part of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at a
second center axis; the first rotation axis of the biaxial hinge
device coincides with the first center axis of the first light-
transmitting cover; and the second rotation axis of the biaxial
hinge device coincides with the second center axis of the
second light-transmitting cover.

In one embodiment, the first display panel includes a first
display region and a first frame region provided outside the
first display region; the second display panel includes a sec-
ond display region and a second frame region provided out-
side the second display region; the first curved surface portion
causes a part of light going out from a first peripheral display
region to be refracted toward the first frame region, the first
peripheral display region being within the first display region
and adjoining the first frame region; and the second curved
surface portion causes a part of light going out from a second
peripheral display region to be refracted toward the second
frame region, the second peripheral display region being
within the second display region and adjoining the second
frame region.
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In one embodiment, when the first display unit and the
second display unit are opened or closed, the viewer-side
surface of the first curved surface portion and the viewer-side
surface of the second curved surface portion are in contact,
and the first display unit and the second display unit rotate in
opposite directions from each other so as to satisty the rela-
tionship that: an angle by which the first display unit rotates
around the first rotation axis and an angle by which the second
display unit rotates around the second rotation axis are equal.

In one embodiment, the biaxial hinge device links the first
display unit and the second display unit so that, when the first
display unit and the second display unit are opened or closed,
the viewer-side surface of the first curved surface portion and
the viewer-side surface of the second curved surface portion
are in contact, and the following relationship is satisfied: an
angle which a plane containing the first and second rotation
axes constitutes with the viewer-side surface of the first planar
portion and an angle which the plane constitutes with the
viewer-side surface of the second planar portion are equal.

In one embodiment, the first display unit and the second
display unit are impartially opened or closed, while the
viewer-side surface of the first curved surface portion and the
viewer-side surface of the second curved surface portion are
in contact.

In one embodiment, the first display unit further includes a
first light-transmitting subhousing extending in parallel to the
first center axis and being disposed on a side face of the first
display panel; the second display unit further includes a sec-
ond light-transmitting subhousing extending in parallel to the
second center axis and being disposed on a side face of the
second display panel; the first display panel includes a first
display region and a first frame region provided outside the
first display region; the second display panel includes a sec-
ond display region and a second frame region provided out-
side the second display region; the first light-transmitting
subhousing is disposed so that an edge of the first curved
surface portion of the first light-transmitting cover is located
at aviewer’s side of an end face of the first light-transmitting
subhousing; the second light-transmitting subhousing is dis-
posed so that an edge of the second curved surface portion of
the second light-transmitting cover is located at a viewer’s
side of an end face of the second light-transmitting subhous-
ing; the first light-transmitting subhousing and the first light-
transmitting cover are formed integrally; the second light-
transmitting subhousing and the second light-transmitting
cover are formed integrally; the first curved surface portion
causes a part of light going out from a first peripheral display
region to be refracted toward the first frame region, the first
peripheral display region being within the first display region
and adjoining the first frame region; the second curved sur-
face portion causes a part of light going out from a second
peripheral display region to be refracted toward the second
frame region, the second peripheral display region being
within the second display region and adjoining the second
frame region; a part of light going out from the first peripheral
display region of the first display panel goes out toward a
viewer’s side of the first light-transmitting subhousing; and a
part of light going out from the second peripheral display
region of the second display panel goes out toward a viewer’s
side of the second light-transmitting subhousing.

In one embodiment, the end face of the first light-transmit-
ting subhousing is formed so that a distance between the end
face of the first light-transmitting subhousing and the side
face of the first display panel increases toward a rear face and
away from a viewer’s side; and the end face of the second
light-transmitting subhousing is formed so that a distance
between the end face of the second light-transmitting sub-
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housing and the side face of the second display panel
increases toward a rear face and away from a viewer’s side.

In one embodiment, the first display unit further includes a
first planar subhousing and a first curved subhousing, the first
planar subhousing having a viewer-side surface which is a
plane, a viewer-side surface of the first curved subhousing
being a part of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at the
first center axis; the second display unit includes a second
planar subhousing and a second curved subhousing, the sec-
ond planar subhousing having a viewer-side surface which is
a plane, a viewer-side surface of the second curved subhous-
ing being a part of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at
the second center axis; the first planar subhousing is disposed
s0 as to adjoin the first planar portion of the first light-trans-
mitting cover; the second planar subhousing is disposed so as
to adjoin the second planar portion of the second light-trans-
mitting cover; the first curved subhousing is disposed so as to
adjoin the first curved surface portion of the first light-trans-
mitting cover; the second curved subhousing is disposed so as
to adjoin the second curved surface portion of the second
light-transmitting cover; a distance between the viewer-side
surface of the first curved subhousing and the first center axis
is greater than a distance between the viewer-side surface of
the first curved surface portion and the first center axis; and a
distance between the viewer-side surface of the second
curved subhousing and the second center axis is greater than
a distance between the viewer-side surface of the second
curved surface portion and the second center axis.

In one embodiment, a first rugged structure is provided on
the viewer-side surface of the first curved subhousing, and a
second rugged structure to mesh with the first rugged struc-
ture is provided on the viewer-side surface of the second
curved subhousing.

Another display device according to the present invention
is a foldable display device comprising a first display unit and
a second display unit, and a biaxial hinge device, the first
display unit and the second display unit each being the above
display unit, wherein, the first display unit includes a first
display panel, a first light-transmitting cover disposed on a
viewer’s side of the first display panel, and a first housing; the
second display unit includes a second display panel, a second
light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the
second display panel, and a second housing; the first display
unit and the second display unit are linked by the biaxial hinge
device so that the first display unit is capable of rotating
around the first rotation axis and that the second display unit
is capable of rotating around a second rotation axis which is
parallel to the first rotation axis; the first housing includes a
first planar subhousing and a first curved subhousing, the first
planar subhousing having a viewer-side surface which is a
plane, a viewer-side surface of the first curved subhousing
being a part of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at a
first center axis; the second housing includes a second planar
subhousing and a second curved subhousing, the second pla-
nar subhousing having a viewer-side surface which is a plane,
a viewer-side surface of the second curved subhousing being
apart of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at a second
center axis; the first light-transmitting cover includes a first
planar portion and a first curved surface portion, the first
planar portion having a viewer-side surface which is a plane,
a viewer-side surface of the first curved surface portion hav-
ing a cross section which is a curve defined by an aspherical
function, the cross section being perpendicular to the first
center axis; the second light-transmitting cover includes a
second planar portion and a second curved surface portion,
the second planar portion having a viewer-side surface which
is a plane, a viewer-side surface of the second curved surface
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portion having a cross section which is a curve defined by an
aspherical function, the cross section being perpendicular to
the second center axis; the first rotation axis of the biaxial
hinge device coincides with the first center axis of the first
housing; the second rotation axis of the biaxial hinge device
coincides with the second center axis of the second housing;
the first light-transmitting cover is disposed so that the first
curved surface portion adjoins the first curved subhousing
and that the first planar portion adjoins the first planar sub-
housing; and the second light-transmitting cover is disposed
so that the second curved surface portion adjoins the second
curved subhousing and that the second planar portion adjoins
the second planar subhousing.

In one embodiment, the first planar subhousing includes a
first slanted subhousing such that a distance between a
viewer-side surface and a rear surface decreases away from a
boundary between the first planar subhousing and the first
curved subhousing along the first axis; and the second planar
subhousing includes a second slanted subhousing such that a
distance between a viewer-side surface and a rear surface
decreases away from a boundary between the second planar
subhousing and the second curved subhousing along the first
axis.

Another display device according to the present invention
comprises a first display unit and a second display unit, the
first display unit and the second display unit each being the
above display unit, wherein, the first display unit includes a
first display panel and a first light-transmitting cover disposed
onaviewer’s side of the first display panel; the second display
unit includes a second display panel and a second light-
transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the second
display panel; the first light-transmitting cover includes a first
planar portion and a first curved surface portion adjoining the
first planar portion along the first axis; the second light-
transmitting cover includes a second planar portion and a
second curved surface portion adjoining the second planar
portion along the first axis; and the first display unit adjoins
the second display unit in such a manner that an edge portion
of a rear surface of the first display panel at the first curved
surface portion side overlies an edge portion of a viewer-side
surface of the second planar portion at an opposite side from
the second curved surface portion.

In one embodiment, the first display unit further includes a
bottom subhousing disposed on a rear face side of the first
display panel such that a recessed portion is formed inan edge
portion of the bottom subhousing at the first curved surface
portion side, the recessed portion having a shape correspond-
ing to the shape of an edge portion of the second planar
portion at an opposite side from the second curved surface
portion.

In one embodiment, a region of the at least one display
panel on the rear face side where a battery and/or a circuit
board are disposed has a cross-sectional shape which is a
wedge shape.

In one embodiment, a display device according to the
present invention further comprises a backlight device for
emitting light toward the at least one display panel, the back-
light device including a light guide plate and a light source,
the light guide plate having a cross-sectional shape which is a
wedge shape.

In one embodiment, the display panel is a touchscreen.

In one embodiment, the display device is a smartphone.

In one embodiment, the display device is an electronic
book.
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In one embodiment, the display device is a display device
for use at an amusement facility.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, there are provided a
direct-viewing type display unit and display device which are
thinner than conventional, such that a frame region of a dis-
play panel is obscured or a jointless image can be displayed
when a plurality of display panels are used for tiling. In
particular, there is provided a foldable display device which is
thinner than conventional and capable of displaying a joint-
less image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 A schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
display unit 100a according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 A schematic cross-sectional view of an edge portion
of the liquid crystal display unit 100aq.

FIG. 3 A schematic cross-sectional view of an edge portion
of'aliquid crystal display unit 200a of Comparative Example.

FIG. 4 A diagram for explaining exemplary design values
for the liquid crystal display unit 200a of Comparative
Example.

FIG. 5 (a) is a schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid
crystal display unit 400a of Comparative Example; and () is
a schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display
unit 40056 of Comparative Example.

FIG. 6 A schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
display device 100B according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 A schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
display device 100C according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 A schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
display device 200C of Comparative Example.

FIG. 9 A diagram showing results of a ray-tracing simula-
tion for the liquid crystal display device 100C.

FIG. 10 A diagram showing results of a ray-tracing simu-
lation for the liquid crystal display device 200C of Compara-
tive Example.

FIGS. 11 (a), (b), (¢), and (d) are schematic cross-sectional
views of aliquid crystal display device 100D at open angles of
180°, 135°, 90°, and 0°, respectively.

FIG. 12 A schematic perspective view of a liquid crystal
display device 100E according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIGS. 13 (a) and (b) are diagrams showing the liquid
crystal display device 100E, where (a) is a schematic plan
view, and () is a schematic cross-sectional view along line
13B-13B'in (a).

FIGS. 14 (a), (b), (¢), and (d) are schematic cross-sectional
views of the liquid crystal display device 100E at open angles
of 180°, 135°, 90°, and 0°, respectively.

FIG. 15 (a) is a schematic cross-sectional view of the liquid
crystal display device 100E in a closed state; and () is a
schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display
device 200E of Comparative Example in a closed state.

FIG. 16 (a) is a schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid
crystal display device 100F in a closed state; and () is a
schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display
device 200F of Comparative Example in a closed state.

FIG. 17 A schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crys-
tal display device 100G.
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FIG. 18 A schematic cross-sectional view of an edge por-
tion of a liquid crystal display unit 100g.

FIG. 19 (a) is a schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid
crystal display device 100H; and (b) is a schematic cross-
sectional view of a liquid crystal display device 1001.

FIG. 20 A schematic perspective view of a liquid crystal
display device 100J.

FIGS. 21 (a) and (b) are diagrams showing the liquid
crystal display device 100J, where (a) is a schematic plan
view, and (b) is a schematic cross-sectional view along line
21B-21B'in (a).

FIG. 22 A schematic perspective view of the liquid crystal
display device 100J.

FIGS. 23 (a) and (b) are diagrams showing a liquid crystal
display device 100K, where (@) is a schematic cross-sectional
view, and (b) is a schematic perspective view.

FIGS. 24 (a) and (b) are diagrams showing a liquid crystal
display device 1001, where (a) is a schematic cross-sectional
view, and (b) is a schematic perspective view.

FIG. 25 A schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crys-
tal display device 100M.

FIG. 26 A schematic cross-sectional view of the liquid
crystal display device 100M.

FIGS. 27 (a) and (b) are diagrams showing a liquid crystal
display device 100N, where (a) is a schematic perspective
view, and (b) is a schematic cross-sectional view.

FIG. 28 (a) is a schematic cross-sectional view ofthe liquid
crystal display device 100N, and () is a schematic cross-
sectional view of the liquid crystal display device 200N of
Comparative Example.

FIG. 29 (a) is a schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid
crystal display device 100Na; and (b) is a schematic cross-
sectional view of a liquid crystal display device 100Nb.

FIGS. 30 (a) and (b) are diagrams showing a liquid crystal
display device 100P, where (a) is a schematic plan view, and
(b) is a schematic cross-sectional view along line 30B-30B' in
(a).

FIGS. 31 (a), (b), and (c¢) are schematic cross-sectional
views of the liquid crystal display device 100P at open angles
of' 135°,90°, and 0°, respectively.

FIG. 32 A schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crys-
tal display device 200P of Comparative Example.

FIGS. 33 (a), (b), and (¢) are schematic cross-sectional
views of the liquid crystal display device 200P of Compara-
tive Example at open angles 0o 135°, 90°, and 0°, respectively.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, with reference to the drawings, a display unit
and display device according to an embodiment of the present
invention will be described; however, the display unit and
display device of the present invention are not to be limited to
the following examples.

First, with reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the construction
of'a liquid crystal display unit 100a according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention will be described. FIG. 1 is a
schematic cross-sectional view of the liquid crystal display
unit 100q. FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an
edge portion of the liquid crystal display unit 100q.

As shown in FIG. 1, the liquid crystal display unit 100a
includes a liquid crystal display panel 10 and a light-trans-
mitting cover 20 disposed on the viewer’s side of the liquid
crystal display panel 10.

Theliquid crystal display panel 10 is aknown liquid crystal
display panel. As shown in FIG. 1, the liquid crystal display



US 9,075,258 B2

9

panel 10 has a display region 10A in which a plurality of
pixels are arrayed, and a frame region 10F provided outside
the display region 10A.

As shown in FIG. 1, the light-transmitting cover 20 has a
planar portion 24 and a curved surface portion 22 adjoining
the planar portion 24 along a first axis (which herein is the
horizontal direction). A viewer-side surface 24a of the planar
portion 24 is a plane. A viewer-side surface 224 of the curved
surface portion 22 is a curved surface.

As shown in FIG. 2, the curved surface portion 22 is dis-
posed at a position overlapping a region that contains the
frame region 10F of the liquid crystal display panel 10 and a
peripheral display region 10D within the display region 10A
that adjoins the frame region 10F. The viewer-side surface
22a of the curved surface portion 22 has a cross-sectional
shape which is an arc with a central angle of 90°, as shown in
FIG. 2, for example. FIG. 2 schematically shows rays going
out from the liquid crystal display panel 10 and entering the
curved surface portion 22 of the light-transmitting cover 20.
As shown in FIG. 2, light going out from the peripheral
display region 10D enters the curved surface portion 22, and
is refracted at the viewer-side surface 224 of the curved sur-
face portion 22, so as to travel in the normal direction of the
display plane of the liquid crystal display panel 10. Therefore,
an image which is formed in the peripheral display region
10D is enlarged in the region consisting of the peripheral
display region 10D and the frame region 10F. The image is not
displayed in the frame region 10F of the liquid crystal display
panel 10 because no pixels are provided there. However, the
frame region 10F can be obscured by disposing the light-
transmitting cover 20 having the curved surface portion 22 on
the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal display panel 10. In
other words, the curved surface portion 22 functions as a lens,
similarly to a “lens portion” described in the aforementioned
Patent Document 1.

The planar portion 24 includes a slope portion in which the
distance between the viewer-side surface and the rear surface
decreases away from the curved surface portion 22 along the
first axis. The slope portion extends over to a portion of the
frame region 10F that is at the opposite side from the side
where the curved surface portion 22 is located, as shown in
FIG. 1, for example. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 1, the slope
portion adjoins the curved surface portion 22. In other words,
as shown in FIG. 1, the slope portion is disposed in a region
consisting of the region of the display region 10A excluding
the peripheral display region 10D (a central display region
10B shown in FIG. 2) and a portion of the frame region 10F
that is at the opposite side from the side where the curved
surface portion 22 is located. In other words, as shown in FIG.
1, the planar portion 24 is composed only of the slope portion,
such that the distance between the viewer-side surface 24a
and the rear surface 24¢ of the planar portion 24 decreases
away from the curved surface portion 22 (i.e., away from a
boundary B1 between the curved surface portion 22 and the
planar portion 24) along the first axis. In other words, the
planar portion 24 has a cross-sectional shape which is a
wedge shape as shown in FIG. 1. Note that the planar portion
24 does not need to be composed only of the slope portion; for
example, the planar portion may also include a flat portion
whose viewer-side surface and rear surface are parallel, in
addition to the slope portion, as will be described later. Since
the planar portion 24 has the slope portion, the liquid crystal
display unit 1004 is made thin and light-weighted as will be
described below.
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Hereinafter, it will be explained that the liquid crystal
display unit 100q attains a thinner light-transmitting cover 20
than that of a liquid crystal display unit 200a of Comparative
Example.

First, with reference to FIG. 3, the liquid crystal display
unit 200a of Comparative Example will be described. FIG. 3
is a schematic cross-sectional view of an edge portion of the
liquid crystal display unit 200a of Comparative Example. As
shown in FIG. 3, the liquid crystal display unit 2004 includes
a liquid crystal display panel 210, and a light-transmitting
cover 220 disposed on the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal
display panel 210. The liquid crystal display panel 210 has a
display region 210A and a frame region 210F. The liquid
crystal display unit 200qa differs from the liquid crystal dis-
play unit 100a (FIG. 2) in terms of the shape of the light-
transmitting cover. The light-transmitting cover 220 includes
a planar portion 224 and a curved surface portion 222, such
that a viewer-side surface 224a and a rear surface 224c of the
planar portion 224 are parallel. As schematically shown in
FIG. 3, light going out from a peripheral display region 210D
of the liquid crystal display panel 210 enters the curved sur-
face portion 222, and is refracted at a viewer-side surface
222a of the curved surface portion 222. Therefore, since an
image which is formed in the peripheral display region 210D
is enlarged onto a region consisting of the peripheral display
region 210D and the frame region 210F, the frame region
210F can be obscured.

Next, with reference to FIG. 4, exemplary design values for
the liquid crystal display unit 200a will be described. It has
been found through a study by the inventors that, in order to
obscure the frame region 210F all the way to the end (i.e.,
display an image all the way to the end of the curved surface
portion 222), a thickness H2 ofthe curved surface portion 222
needs to be made three or more times as large as a width W21
of the frame region 210F (i.e., the width of the frame region
210F along the horizontal direction). For example, when the
width W21 of the frame region 210F is 2.0 mm, in order to
display an image all the way to the end of the frame region
210F, it is necessary that the thickness H2 of the curved
surface portion 222 needs to be 6.0 mm or more. For example,
when the thickness H2 ofthe curved surface portion 222 is 7.0
mm, since the viewer-side surface 224a and the rear surface
224c¢ of the planar portion 224 are parallel, the thickness of the
planar portion 224 is 7.0 mm across the entire planar portion
224.

In a display device composed of an arrangement of a plu-
rality of display panels, a non-display region exists between
adjoining display panels. The non-display region includes the
frame region of each display panel, and in the case where
interspaces or connecting portions exist between them, also
includes any such interspace or connecting portion. In order
to display a jointless image on a display device composed of
an arrangement of a plurality of display panels, the image
needs to be displayed on this non-display region. In the case
where the non-display region is composed only of the frame
regions of adjoining display panels, for example, in order to
display a jointless image, the image needs to be displayed all
the way to the ends of the frame regions of adjoining display
panels. In the case where the non-display region includes not
only the frame regions of adjoining display panels but also
interspaces or connecting portions therebetween, in order to
display a jointless image, the image needs to be displayed
even outside of the ends of the frame regions, such that the
thickness of each curved surface portion needs to be further
increased. Moreover, as the non-display region becomes
larger, it becomes necessary to increase the thickness of each
curved surface portion in order to display a jointless image.
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Therefore, in order to display a jointless image especially on
adisplay device composed of an arrangement of a plurality of
display panels, each light-transmitting cover must be thick.
Moreover, especially in a foldable display device having a
plurality of display panels, if a light-transmitting cover hav-
ing a curved surface portion is disposed on each display panel
for displaying a jointless image, the thickness of the entire
display device when folded will increase, which is not pref-
erable for portable use.

The planar portion 24 of the light-transmitting cover 20 of
the liquid crystal display unit 100a according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention has a slope portion such that the
distance between the viewer-side surface 24a and the rear
surface 24¢ decreases away from the curved surface portion
22 along the first axis. Therefore, the planar portion 24 of the
light-transmitting cover 20 can be made thinner than the
planar portion 224 of the light-transmitting cover 220 of the
liquid crystal display unit 200« of Comparative Example. On
the other hand, the thickness of the curved surface portion 22
of' the light-transmitting cover 20 of the liquid crystal display
unit 1004 is the same as the thickness of the curved surface
portion 222 of the light-transmitting cover 220 of the liquid
crystal display unit 200a of Comparative Example. There-
fore, the liquid crystal display unit 100a is able to obscure the
frame region 10F to the same extent that the liquid crystal
display unit 200a of Comparative Example can. Thus, the
resultant liquid crystal display unit 100a has an obscure frame
region 10F and is thinner than conventional. Moreover, the
liquid crystal display unit 100« is lighter than conventional.
Thus, it has excellent portability.

Examples of design values for the light-transmitting cover
20 may be as follows, with reference to FIG. 1; awidth W1 of
the frame region 10F: 2.0 mm; a thickness H1 of the curved
surface portion 22: 7.0 mm; a thickness h1 of an edge portion
of the planar portion 24 at the opposite side from the side
where the curved surface portion 22 is: 1.0 mm. Note that the
width W1 of the frame region 10F is a width of the frame
region 10F in a direction which runs along the first axis
(horizontal direction). In this case, the thickness h1 of the
edge portion of the planar portion 24 can be made about %7 of
the thickness of the planar portion 224 of the light-transmit-
ting cover 220 in the aforementioned liquid crystal display
unit 200a of Comparative Example. Also in this case, the
liquid crystal display unit 100a can obscure the frame region
10F all the way to the end. In other words, an image can be
displayed all the way to the end of the curved surface portion
22.

As shown in FIG. 1, the distance between the viewer-side
surface 20a and the rear surface 20c¢ of the light-transmitting
cover 20 of the liquid crystal display unit 100a is largest at the
boundary B1 between the curved surface portion 22 and the
planar portion 24. With this construction, as will be described
below, the liquid crystal display unit 100q is able to reduce the
oddness felt by the viewer, as compared to a liquid crystal
display unit 400a of Comparative Example (FIG. 5(a)).

A method for making the light-transmitting cover thin
without changing the thickness of the curved surface portion
might be, for example, making the entire planar portion 424
of the light-transmitting cover 420qa thinner, as in the liquid
crystal display unit 400a of Comparative Example shown in
FIG. 5(a). However, the liquid crystal display unit 400q has a
level difference between a planar portion 424 and a curved
surface portion 422, and this level difference, when visually
recognized, will presumably appear odd to the viewer of the
liquid crystal display unit 400a. As shown in FIG. 1, since the
liquid crystal display unit 100a according to an embodiment
of the present invention does not have the aforementioned
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level difference which belongs to the liquid crystal display
unit 400a, the oddness felt by the viewer can be reduced.

In order to eliminate the aforementioned level difference of
the liquid crystal display unit 400a, as manifested by a liquid
crystal display unit 4005 of Comparative Example shown in
FIG. 5(b), for example, a curved surface portion having
viewer-side surface which is a semicylindrical surface might
be adopted as a curved surface portion 4225 of a light-trans-
mitting cover 4205. As shown in FIG. 5(5), in the liquid
crystal display unit 4006 of Comparative Example, the curved
surface portion 4224 of the light-transmitting cover 4205 has
aviewer-side surface which is a semicylindrical surface, such
that the curved surface portion 4225 has a first curved surface
portion 421 which is similar in shape to the curved surface
portion 422 of the liquid crystal display unit 400a (FIG. 5(a)),
and a second curved surface portion 423 which exists
between the first curved surface portion 421 and the planar
portion 424b, the second curved surface portion 423 having a
viewer-side surface shape which is symmetric to the viewer-
side surface of the first curved surface portion 421. The dis-
tance between the viewer-side surface and the rear surface of
the light-transmitting cover 42054 is largest at a boundary B41
between the first curved surface portion 421 and the second
curved surface portion 423. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 5(b),
the planar portion 4245 of the liquid crystal display unit 4005
has a viewer-side surface which is a parallel plane to the rear
surface. Since the liquid crystal display unit 4006 does not
have the aforementioned level difference of the liquid crystal
display unit 400a, oddness associated with a level difference
is not felt by the viewer. However, the boundary B42 between
the curved surface portion 4225 and the planar portion 4245
of the liquid crystal display unit 4005, when visually recog-
nized, may cause the viewer to feel odd. As shown in FIG.
5(b), an angle § constituted by the viewer-side surface of the
curved surface portion 42256 and the viewer-side surface of
the planar portion 4245 at the boundary B42 between the
planar portion 4245 and the curved surface portion 4225 (an
angle constituted by a tangential line of a cross section of the
viewer-side surface of the curved surface portion 4225 at the
boundary B42 and a straight line representing a cross section
of'the viewer-side surface of the planar portion 4245) is about
90°. It is considered that the oddness associated with the
boundary B42 being visually recognized will become more
conspicuous as the angle [ constituted by the viewer-side
surface of the curved surface portion 42256 and the viewer-
side surface of the planar portion 4245 at the boundary B42
between the planar portion 4245 and the curved surface por-
tion 4225 decreases.

When the distance between the viewer-side surface 20a
and the rear surface 20c of the light-transmitting cover 20 is
largest atthe boundary B1 between the curved surface portion
22 and the planar portion 24 as in the light-transmitting cover
20 of the liquid crystal display unit 100a according to an
embodiment of the present invention, the angle constituted by
the viewer-side surface 22a of the curved surface portion 22
and the viewer-side surface 24a of the planar portion 24 at the
boundary B1 is larger than the angle § of the liquid crystal
display unit 4005 shown in FIG. 5(b), so that oddness such as
that pertaining to the liquid crystal display unit 4005 can be
reduced.

Note that, even if the distance between the viewer-side
surface 20q and the rear surface 20c of the light-transmitting
cover 20 becomes largest at a place which is not the boundary
B1 between the curved surface portion 22 and the planar
portion 24, inclusion of a slope portion such that the distance
between the viewer-side surface 24q and the rear surface 24¢
decreases away from the curved surface portion 22 along the
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first axis in the planar portion 24 reduces oddness such as that
pertaining to the liquid crystal display unit 40056 because the
angle constituted by the viewer-side surface 22a ofthe curved
surface portion 22 and the viewer-side surface 24a of the
planar portion 24 at the boundary B1 will be larger than the
angle f§ of the liquid crystal display unit 40056 (FI1G. 5(5)). In
the liquid crystal display unit 4005, as described above, the
viewer-side surface of the planar portion 4245 is parallel to
the rear surface, and therefore is also parallel to the display
plane of the liquid crystal display panel 410. When the afore-
mentioned slope portion is included in the planar portion 24
as in the liquid crystal display unit 100a (FIG. 1), at the
boundary B1, the viewer-side surface 24a of the planar por-
tion 24 is inclined with respect to the display plane of the
liquid crystal display panel 10 so that the distance between the
viewer-side surface 24a and the display plane decreases away
from the curved surface portion 22. In this case, the angle
constituted by the viewer-side surface 22a of the curved sur-
face portion 22 and the viewer-side surface 24a of the planar
portion 24 at the boundary B1 is larger than that of the liquid
crystal display unit 4005, corresponding to the gradient of the
viewer-side surface 24a relative to the display plane of the
liquid crystal display panel 10.

Moreover, in the case where the distance between the
viewer-side surface 20a and the rear surface 20c of the light-
transmitting cover 20 becomes largest at a place which is not
the boundary B1, even if there is a level difference between
the planar portion 24 and the curved surface portion 22, the
level difference can be made small by adopting a slope por-
tion in a portion of the planar portion 24 close to the curved
surface portion 22. Inclusion of a slope portion in the planar
portion 24 will reduce the level difference between the planar
portion 24 and the curved surface portion 22 because then the
planar portion 24 will have an increased thickness in the
portion adjoining the curved surface portion 22.

In a construction which displays an image on the curved
surface portion 22, as in the liquid crystal display unit 1004,
the distance between the viewer-side surface 20q and the rear
surface 20c¢ of the light-transmitting cover 20 being largest at
the boundary B1 between the curved surface portion 22 and
the planar portion 24 is preferable also in terms of the display
signal to be supplied to the pixels of the liquid crystal display
panel 10. In the case where the distance between the viewer-
side surface and the rear surface of the light-transmitting
cover 4205 becomes largest on the viewer-side surface of the
curved surface portion 4224 as in the liquid crystal display
unit 4005, within the light entering the curved surface portion
422H from the liquid crystal display panel 410, the light
entering the first curved surface portion 421 and the light
entering the second curved surface portion 423 will be
refracted toward opposite sides. As will be described later,
when the frame region 10F is to be obscured by allowing the
light going out from the peripheral display region 10D to be
refracted at the viewer-side surface 22q of the curved surface
portion 22 in the liquid crystal display unit 100q, the display
signal to be supplied to the pixels in the peripheral display
region 10D may be compressed, for example. The display
signal to be supplied to the pixels of the liquid crystal display
panel 410 will be complicated if two curved surface portions
exist that refract incident light toward opposite sides as in the
liquid crystal display unit 4004.

The curved surface portion 22 of the light-transmitting
cover 20 of the liquid crystal display unit 100a is disposed on
the frame region 10F and a part (peripheral display region
10D) of the display region 10A. However, as in a liquid
crystal display device 100P according to an embodiment of
the present invention which will be described later (FIGS. 30
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and 31), for example, the radius of curvature of the curved
surface portion 27 may be made smaller than the width of the
frame region 10F. In other words, a construction may be
adopted in which the curved surface portion 27 is disposed on
the viewer’s side of a part of the frame region 10F.

Since the curved surface portion 27 of the liquid crystal
display device 100P (FIG. 30) is disposed on the viewer’s side
of'a part of the frame region 10F, no image is displayed on the
curved surface portion 27. Particularly in the case where no
image is displayed on the curved surface portion as in the
liquid crystal display device 100P, it is not necessary that the
distance between the viewer-side surface and the rear surface
of the light-transmitting cover be largest at the boundary
between the curved surface portion and the planar portion.
The reason is that, since no image is displayed on the curved
surface portion 27, the viewer will not feel odd as in the case
of'the liquid crystal display unit 40056 (FI1G. 5(b)). Moreover,
the display signal will not be complicated as mentioned ear-
lier.

The viewer-side surface 22a of the curved surface portion
22 of the light-transmitting cover 20 of the liquid crystal
display unit 100qa has a cross-sectional shape which is an arc
with a central angle of 90°, as shown in FIG. 1. However, even
if the cross-sectional shape of the viewer-side surface 22a is
an arc with a central angle smaller than 90°, a display unit
whose frame region 10F is obscured and which is thinner than
conventional can be obtained because of a part of the image
being displayed on the frame region 10F. When the cross-
sectional shape of the viewer-side surface 22a is an arc with a
central angle greater than 90°, the distance between the
viewer-side surface and the rear surface of the light-transmit-
ting cover will be largest on the viewer-side surface of the
curved surface portion, as is the case with the light-transmit-
ting cover 4205 of'the liquid crystal display unit 4005. There-
fore, the viewer may feel odd, similarly to the liquid crystal
display unit 4005. Note that such oddness can be suppressed
when the cross-sectional shape of the viewer-side surface 22a
is an arc with a central angle which is only slightly greater
than 90°, for example.

As shown in FIG. 1, the planar portion 24 of the light-
transmitting cover 20 of the liquid crystal display unit 100a is
composed only of a slope portion; however, the shape of the
planar portion is not limited thereto. The planar portion may
include a slope portion and a flat portion which is provided
outside the slope portion and whose viewer-side surface and
rear surface are parallel, for example. For example, the planar
portion may include: a slope portion which extends over to a
boundary between a portion of the frame region 10F that is at
the opposite side from the side where the curved surface
portion 22 is located and the display region 10A; and a flat
portion which is disposed above the portion of the frame
region 10F that is at the opposite side from the side where the
curved surface portion 22 is located. Even in a construction
where the planar portion 24 includes a slope portion and a flat
portion, the liquid crystal display unit can be made thin. The
below-described liquid crystal display devices according to
embodiments of the present invention will all be directed to
the case where the planar portion of the light-transmitting
cover is composed only of a slope portion.

The liquid crystal display unit 100a shown in FIG. 1 illus-
trates an example where the planar portion 24 adjoining the
curved surface portion 22 is composed only of a slope por-
tion; that is, the slope portion is provided so as to adjoin the
curved surface portion 22. Since the slope portion is provided
s0 as to adjoin the curved surface portion 22, the light-trans-
mitting cover can be made thinner than in the case where a flat
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portion whose viewer-side surface and rear surface are paral-
lel is provided between the curved surface portion 22 and the
slope portion, for example.

The light-transmitting cover 20 can be formed through
injection molding by using an acrylic resin, for example.
According to principles, the thickness h1 of the edge portion
of the planar portion 24 may be 0 mm; however, in the case
where injection molding is used for the formation, for
example, the thickness hl is preferably about 0.3 mm or
more, from the standpoint of productivity.

As mentioned above, the liquid crystal display panel 10 of
the liquid crystal display unit 100a may be any known liquid
crystal display panel, and may be a VA mode liquid crystal
display panel ofa TFT type, for example. As shown in FIG. 2,
the liquid crystal display panel 10 includes an upper substrate
11 and a lower substrate 12, with a liquid crystal layer 13
being provided between the upper substrate 11 and the lower
substrate 12. TFTs and pixel electrodes are provided on the
lower substrate 12, for example; and a color filter layer and a
counter electrode are provided on the upper substrate 11, for
example. A sealing portion 16, a driving circuit, and the like
are provided in the frame region 10F of the liquid crystal
display panel 10.

Since an image that is displayed in the peripheral display
region 10D is displayed in an enlarged size in a region con-
sisting of the frame region 10F and the peripheral display
region 10D via the curved surface portion 22, it is preferable
that the image to be formed in the peripheral display region
10D is compressed as compared to the image which is dis-
played in the central display region 10B, i.e., the region of the
display region 10A excluding the peripheral display region
10D. For example, a compressed image can be formed in the
peripheral display region 10D by compressing a display sig-
nal which is supplied to the pixels that are arrayed in the
peripheral display region 10D.

Since the transmission-type liquid crystal display panel 10
is used, the liquid crystal display unit 100« illustrated herein
includes a backlight device 40. The backlight device 40 may
be a backlight device called an edgelight type, for example,
which is composed of LEDs, a light guide plate, and an
optical sheet such as a diffuser or a prism sheet. As the liquid
crystal display panel 10, a polymer-dispersed liquid crystal
display panel or a reflection-type liquid crystal display panel
may be used, for example. When a reflection-type liquid
crystal display panel is used as the liquid crystal display panel
10, the backlight device 40 is not needed.

Moreover, in the liquid crystal display unit 100a, an optical
film portion 62 is provided between the liquid crystal display
panel 10 and the light-transmitting cover 20, the optical film
portion 62 including a polarizer, a phase plate, or the like, for
example. Note that the optical film portion 62 may be omitted.

Although a liquid crystal display unit is illustrated herein,
it is also possible to obtain a display unit in which a display
panel other than a liquid crystal display panel is used. For
example, a display panel for a PDP, an organic EL display
panel, an electrophoresis display panel, or the like may be
used. In the case where a self-light-emitting type display
panel such as an organic EL display panel is used, the back-
light device is omitted.

Next, a liquid crystal display device (a liquid crystal dis-
play device 100B shown in FIG. 6) which is tiled with liquid
crystal display units according to an embodiment of the
present invention will be described.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of the liquid
crystal display device 100B. As shown in FIG. 6, the liquid
crystal display device 100B includes liquid crystal display
units 1005 and 1005'. The liquid crystal display device 100B
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is a liquid crystal display device which is tiled with two liquid
crystal display units. Note that tiling may be achieved by
known methods. The liquid crystal display unit 1005 and the
liquid crystal display unit 1005' have the same construction as
that of the above-described liquid crystal display unit 100«
(FIGS. 1 and 2).

The liquid crystal display unit 1005 includes a liquid crys-
tal display panel 10 and a light-transmitting cover 20 disposed
on the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal display panel 10.
Similarly, the liquid crystal display unit 100%' includes a
liquid crystal display panel 10" and a light-transmitting cover
20" disposed on the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal display
panel 10'. The light-transmitting cover 20 includes a planar
portion 24 and a curved surface portion 22, whereas the
light-transmitting cover 20' includes a planar portion 24' and
a curved surface portion 22'. The liquid crystal display unit
1004 and the liquid crystal display unit 1005' are disposed so
that the curved surface portion 22 and the curved surface
portion 22' adjoin each other along a first axis (horizontal
direction).

The distance between the viewer-side surface 20a and the
rear surface 20c of the light-transmitting cover 20 is largest at
a boundary B12 between the curved surface portion 22 and
the planar portion 24. The distance between the viewer-side
surface 204" and the rear surface 20¢' of the light-transmitting
cover 20' is largest at a boundary B14 between the curved
surface portion 22' and the planar portion 24'. A viewer-side
surface 24a of the planar portion 24 is a plane. The planar
portion 24 has a slope portion such that the distance between
the viewer-side surface 24a and the rear surface 24¢ decreases
away from the curved surface portion 22 along the first axis.
A viewer-side surface 22a of the curved surface portion 22 is
a curved surface. Similarly, the light-transmitting cover 20'
includes a planar portion 24' and a curved surface portion 22'.
The planar portion 24' includes a slope portion such that the
distance between the viewer-side surface 244' and the rear
surface 24¢' decreases away from the curved surface portion
22" along the first axis. In the liquid crystal display units 1005
and 1004', since the planar portions 24 and 24' include the
slope portions, the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' are
thin, as in the liquid crystal display unit 100a (FIG. 1).
Although the planar portions 24 and 24' of the liquid crystal
display units 10056 and 1004 are composed only of slope
portions, they may also include portions other than the slope
portions.

The liquid crystal display panel 10 includes a display
region 10A in which a plurality of pixels are arrayed and a
frame region 10F, whereas the liquid crystal display panel 10
includes a display region 10A' in which a plurality of pixels
are arrayed and a frame region 10F". Since no image is dis-
played in the frame region 10F and the frame region 10F',
when one image is displayed over the liquid crystal display
panels 10 and 10", a non-display region 10FF which is com-
posed of the frame region 10F, the frame region 10F', and a
portion between an edge 104 of the liquid crystal display
panel 10 and an edge 104" of the liquid crystal display panel
10' is visually recognized as a joint.

FIG. 6 schematically shows rays going out from the liquid
crystal display panel 10 and entering the light-transmitting
cover 20 and rays going out from the liquid crystal display
panel 10" and entering the light-transmitting cover 20'. As
shown in FIG. 6, according to similar principles to those of
the liquid crystal display unit 1004, light entering the curved
surface portion 22 is refracted at the viewer-side surface 22a
of the curved surface portion 22, whereby the frame region
10F of the liquid crystal display unit 1005 can be obscured.
Similarly, the frame region 10F' of the liquid crystal display
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unit 1005' can be obscured. Moreover, as in the liquid crystal
display unit 100a, by displaying an image over to the end of
the curved surface portion 22, the image can be displayed also
in the portion between the edge 104 of the liquid crystal
display panel 10 and the edge 104" of the liquid crystal display
panel 10'. Therefore, the non-display region 10FF of the
liquid crystal display device 100B can be obscured. More-
over, the light going out from the central display regions 10B
and 10B' enters the planar portions 24 and 24, respectively,
and travels in directions perpendicular to the viewer-side
surface 24a of the planar portion 24 and the viewer-side
surface 244’ of the planar portion 24'. Therefore, the liquid
crystal display device 100B is able to display a jointless
image on the entire screen.

Thus, by using the liquid crystal display units 1005 and
1004 according to an embodiment of the present invention
for tiling, the liquid crystal display device 100B, which has an
obscured joint and which is thin, is obtained.

A side face 225 of the curved surface portion 22 of the
light-transmitting cover 20 and a side face 224' of the curved
surface portion 22' of the light-transmitting cover 20' of the
liquid crystal display device 100B are not in contact. How-
ever, as in a liquid crystal display device 100C shown in FIG.
7, a side face 265 of the curved surface portion 26 of the
light-transmitting cover 20 and a side face 264' of the curved
surface portion 26' of the light-transmitting cover 20' may be
in contact. In this case, an angle o constituted by the side face
26b and a rear surface 26¢ of the curved surface portion 26 of
the light-transmitting cover 20 and an angle o' constituted by
the side face 264" and a rear surface 26¢' of the curved surface
portion 26' of the light-transmitting cover 20' are less than
90°. As will be described below, since the liquid crystal dis-
play device 100C can have a narrower non-display region
10FF than that of the liquid crystal display device 100B, the
light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' can be made even thinner.

As shown in FIG. 7, since the side face 265 of the curved
surface portion 26 and the side face 264" of the curved surface
portion 26' are in contact, the liquid crystal display panel 10
and the liquid crystal display panel 10' can be disposed so that
the edge 104 of the liquid crystal display panel 10 abuts with
the edge 104" of the liquid crystal display panel 10'. As a
result, as compared to the liquid crystal display device 100B
(FIG. 6) in which the edge 104 of the liquid crystal display
panel 10 and the edge 104" of the liquid crystal display panel
10" are apart, the non-display region 10FF can be narrowed.
As described above, there is a need to increase the radius of
curvature of the curved surface portion needs as the non-
display region increases in width. However, in the liquid
crystal display device 100C, the non-display region 10FF can
be made smaller than in the liquid crystal display device
100B, so that the radius of curvature of the curved surface
portion 26 can be made small. Therefore, in the liquid crystal
display device 100C, the overall thickness of the light-trans-
mitting cover 20 can be made smaller than in the liquid crystal
display device 100B. In the liquid crystal display device
100B, in order to obscure the non-display region 10FF, the
thickness of the curved surface portion 22 needs to be three or
more times as large as the width of the frame region 10F;
however, in the liquid crystal display device 100C, the thick-
ness of the curved surface portion 26 may be less than three
times as large as the width of the frame region 10F, for
example. Liquid crystal display devices 100E (FIGS. 12 to
14) and so on according to other embodiments of the present
invention described later will be illustrated as having a con-
struction in which the side face 265 of the curved surface
portion 26 and the side face 265' of the curved surface portion
26' are in contact, such that the edge of the frame region 10F
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abuts with the edge of the frame region 10F'; however, even
without such a construction, the liquid crystal display device
can be made thin and light-weighted because of a slope por-
tion being included in the planar portion.

Next, ray-tracing simulation results of the liquid crystal
display device 100C will be indicated, and its ability to dis-
play a jointless image similarly to a liquid crystal display
device 200C of Comparative Example will be described. FIG.
9 and FI1G. 10 show ray-tracing simulation results of the liquid
crystal display device 100C and the liquid crystal display
device 200C, respectively.

As shown in FIG. 8, the liquid crystal display device 200C
of Comparative Example includes a liquid crystal display unit
2005 and a liquid crystal display unit 2005', which have the
same construction as that the liquid crystal display unit 200q.
FIG. 8 schematically shows rays entering the light-transmit-
ting covers 220 and 220' from the liquid crystal display panels
210 and 210" and going out toward the viewer’s side. As
shown in FIG. 8, light going out from the peripheral display
region 210D of the liquid crystal display panel 210 enters the
curved surface portion 226, and is refracted at the viewer-side
surface 2264 of the curved surface portion 226, so as to travel
in a direction perpendicular to the display plane of the liquid
crystal display panel 210. Similarly, light going out from a
peripheral display region 210D' of the liquid crystal display
panel 210" is refracted at a viewer-side surface 226a' of a
curved surface portion 226' so as to travel in a direction
perpendicular to the display plane of the liquid crystal display
panel 210'. Light going out from central display regions 210B
and 210B' respectively enters planar portions 224 and 224",
and travels in directions perpendicular to the display planes of
the liquid crystal display panel 210 and the liquid crystal
display panel 210'. As can be seen from the ray-tracing simu-
lation results shown in FIG. 10, via the mechanism which has
been schematically described with reference to FIG. 8, light
going out from the peripheral display regions 210D and
210D' goes out through the entire viewer-side surfaces 226a
and 2264' of the curved surface portions 226 and 226', and
light going out from the central display regions 210A and
210A' goes out through viewer-side surfaces 224a and 2244'
of the planar portions 224 and 224'. Therefore, since light
goes out through the viewer’s side of the planar portions 224
and 224' and the curved surface portions 226 and 226', the
liquid crystal display device 200C is able to display a jointless
image across the entire screen.

As shown in FIG. 9, in the liquid crystal display device
100C according to an embodiment of the present invention,
light going out from a peripheral display region 10D of the
liquid crystal display panel 10 enters a curved surface portion
26, and is refracted at a viewer-side surface 264 of the curved
surface portion 26, so as to travel in a direction perpendicular
to a viewer-side surface 24a of the planar portion 24. Simi-
larly, light going out from a peripheral display region 10D' of
the liquid crystal display panel 10' is refracted at a viewer-side
surface 26a' of the curved surface portion 26', so as to travel
in a direction perpendicular to a viewer-side surface 244’ of
the planar portion 24'. Light going out from the central dis-
play regions 10B and 10B' respectively enters the planar
portions 24 and 24', and travels in directions perpendicular to
the viewer-side surface 24a of the planar portion 24 and the
viewer-side surface 244" of the planar portion 24'. Therefore,
similarly to the liquid crystal display device 200C of Com-
parative Example, the liquid crystal display device 100C is
able to display a jointless image.
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Thus, while maintaining a similar level of optical effects as
that of the liquid crystal display device 200C of Comparative
Example, the liquid crystal display device 100C can be made
thinner.

Next, a liquid crystal display device (a liquid crystal dis-
play device 100D shown in FIG. 11) according to another
embodiment of the present invention will be described.

The liquid crystal display device 100D shown in FIG. 11 is
a foldable liquid crystal display device. As shown in FIG. 11,
the liquid crystal display device 100D includes a liquid crys-
tal display unit 1004, a liquid crystal display unit 1004", and a
hinge device 304d.

The hinge device 304 is a uniaxial hinge device having a
single hinge shaft, and the liquid crystal display units 1004
and 1004" are each capable of rotating around a rotation axis
Ld which is defined by the hinge shaft. The liquid crystal
display units 1004 and 1004" are linked to each other by the
hinge device 304d.

FIGS. 11(a), (b), (¢), and (d) are schematic cross-sectional
views of the liquid crystal display device 100D at open angles
0d of 180°,135°,90°, and 0°, respectively. As shown in FIGS.
11(b) and (c¢), the open angle 6d is an angle constituted by an
extended plane of a viewer-side surface 24a of a planar por-
tion 24 of a light-transmitting cover 20 and an extended plane
of a viewer-side surface 24q' of a planar portion 24'; herein,
0°=0d=180°. As shown in FIGS. 11(a), (), (¢), and (d), the
liquid crystal display device 100D may take an open state
(open angle 6d=180°), a closed state (0d=0°), and intermedi-
ate states therebetween (0°<6d<180°.

The liquid crystal display unit 1004 and the unit 1004 have
the same construction as that of the liquid crystal display units
100¢ and 100¢' of the liquid crystal display device 100C (FIG.
7). The liquid crystal display units 1004 and 1004 are able to
cause an image which is formed in the peripheral display
regions 10D and 10D' to be displayed on the viewer’s side of
the curved surface portions 26 and 26'. Similarly to the liquid
crystal display device 100C shown in FIG. 7, the liquid crystal
display device 100D is able to display a jointless image when
the open angle 6d is 180° (FIG. 11(a)), because an image
displayed in the peripheral display regions 10D and 10D’ is
displayed on the viewer’s side of the curved surface portions
26 and 26".

Moreover, the planar portion 24 of the light-transmitting
cover 20 of the liquid crystal display unit 1004 includes a
slope portion such that the distance between the viewer-side
surface 24a and the rear surface 24¢ decreases away from the
curved surface portion 26 along the first axis. Similarly, the
planar portion 24' of the light-transmitting cover 20' of the
liquid crystal display unit 1004 includes a slope portion such
that the distance between the viewer-side surface 244" and the
rear surface 24¢' decreases away from the curved surface
portion 26' along the first axis. Therefore, the liquid crystal
display units 1004 and 1004 are thin as compared to the case
where the planar portion of the light-transmitting cover does
notinclude a slope portion and the viewer-side surface and the
rear surface are parallel. Therefore, the liquid crystal display
device 100D has excellent portability because of being thin
even in a folded state.

Next, a liquid crystal display device according to still
another embodiment of the present invention (a liquid crystal
display device 100E shown in FIGS. 12 to 14) will be
described. The liquid crystal display device 100E shown in
FIG. 12 is a foldable liquid crystal display device, and differs
from the liquid crystal display device 100D (FIG. 11) with
respect to the hinge device structure.

FIG. 12 shows a schematic perspective view of the liquid
crystal display device 100E. FIG. 13(a) shows a schematic
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plan view of the liquid crystal display device 100E, and FIG.
13(b) shows a schematic cross-sectional view of the liquid
crystal display device 100E along line 13B-13B' in FIG.
13(a).

As shown in FIG. 12, the liquid crystal display device 100E
includes a liquid crystal display unit 100e, a liquid crystal
display unit 100¢', and biaxial hinge devices 30. As shown in
FIG. 13(a), the liquid crystal display device 100E includes
two biaxial hinge devices 30 which are provided so as to
oppose each other via the liquid crystal display units 100e and
100¢'. Since the liquid crystal display device 100E has the
biaxial hinge devices 30, the width of the non-display region
can be reduced relative to the liquid crystal display device
100D (FIG. 11), as will be described later.

The liquid crystal display units 100e and 100¢' have the
same construction as that of the liquid crystal display units
100¢ and 100" of the liquid crystal display device 100C (FIG.
7). The liquid crystal display unit 100e includes a liquid
crystal display panel 10 and a light-transmitting cover 20
disposed on the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal display
panel 10. Similarly, the liquid crystal display unit 100¢'
includes a liquid crystal display panel 10" and a light-trans-
mitting cover 20' disposed on the viewer’s side of the liquid
crystal display panel 10'.

Each biaxial hinge device 30 has a first hinge shaft 32, a
second hinge shaft 34, and a linkage member 36 linking the
first hinge shaft 32 and the second hinge shaft 34. The first
hinge shaft 32 and the second hinge shaft 34 are disposed
parallel to each other. The first hinge shaft 32 is affixed to the
light-transmitting cover 20, whereas the second hinge shaft
34 is affixed to the light-transmitting cover 20'. The liquid
crystal display unit 100e is capable of rotating around a first
rotation axis [.1 which is defined by the first hinge shafts 32,
whereas the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' is capable of
rotating around a second rotation axis [.2 which is defined by
the second hinge shafts 34. Each biaxial hinge device 30 links
together the liquid crystal display unit 100e and the liquid
crystal display unit 100¢', via the linkage member 36.

As shown in FIG. 13(5), the light-transmitting cover 20 of
the liquid crystal display unit 100e includes a planar portion
24 and a curved surface portion 26 provided at its edge portion
closer to the liquid crystal display unit 100¢'. Similarly, the
light-transmitting cover 20' of the liquid crystal display unit
100¢' includes a planar portion 24' and a curved surface por-
tion 26' provided at its edge portion closer to the liquid crystal
display unit 100e. The viewer-side surface 24a of the planar
portion 24 and the viewer-side surface 24a' of the planar
portion 24' are planes. As shown in FIG. 13(b), cross-sec-
tional shapes of the viewer-side surface 264 of the curved
surface portion 26 and the viewer-side surface 264" of the
curved surface portion 26' are each an arc with a central angle
of 90°. In other words, the viewer-side surface 26a of the
curved surface portion 26 and the viewer-side surface 264' of
the curved surface portion 26' each constitute a part of a
cylindrical surface (the side face of a cylinder).

The light-transmitting cover 20 is disposed so that the first
center axis C1 of the cylindrical surface of the viewer-side
surface 264 of the curved surface portion 26 coincides with
the first rotation axis L1 of the biaxial hinge devices 30,
whereas the light-transmitting cover 20' is disposed so that the
second center axis C2 of the cylindrical surface of the viewer-
side surface 264 of the curved surface portion 26' coincides
with the second rotation axis .2 of the biaxial hinge devices
30. In other words, each hinge device 30 is affixed to the liquid
crystal display units 100e and 100¢' so that the first rotation
axis [L1 of each biaxial hinge device 30 coincides with the first
center axis C1 of the curved surface portion 26a of the light-
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transmitting cover 20 and that the second rotation axis 1.2
coincides with the second center axis C2 of the curved surface
portion 264’ of the light-transmitting cover 20'.

Note that, as shown in FIG. 13(a), the first hinge shaft 32
and the second hinge shaft 34 are partly located within the
light-transmitting covers 20 and 20", and therefore the first
hinge shaft 32 and the second hinge shaft 34 will be visually
recognized by the viewer. Therefore, in order to prevent deg-
radation in appearance, the first hinge shaft 32 and the second
hinge shaft 34 may be hidden from over the light-transmitting
covers 20 and 20' via printing or the like, for example. Alter-
natively, as in a liquid crystal display device 100J described
later (FIGS. 20 to 21), non-light-transmitting housings 80 and
80' may be provided on side faces of the light-transmitting
covers 20 and 20", and the first hinge shaft 32 and the second
hinge shaft 34 may be partly located within the housings 80
and 80'.

As shown in FIG. 13(5), the liquid crystal display panel 10
includes a display region 10A in which a plurality of pixels
are arrayed and a frame region 10F provided outside the
display region 10A; similarly, the liquid crystal display panel
10" includes a display region 10A' and a frame region 10F".
Since no image is displayed in the frame regions 10F and
10F', when one image is displayed on the liquid crystal dis-
play panels 10 and 10', a non-display region 10FF composed
of the frame regions 10F and 10F' would be visually recog-
nized as a joint if the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' did
not exist.

FIG. 13(b) schematically shows rays going out from the
liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10' and entering the
light-transmitting covers 20 and 20'. As shown in FIG. 13(),
light going out from the peripheral display regions 10D and
10D' and entering the curved surface portions 26 and 26' is
refracted at the viewer-side surfaces 26a and 264" of the
curved surface portions 26 and 26' and travels in directions
perpendicular to the viewer-side surfaces 24a and 244’ of the
planar portions 24 and 24'. Therefore, since an image which is
formed in the peripheral display region 10D, 10D' is dis-
played on the viewer’s side of a region consisting of the
peripheral display region 10D, 10D' and the frame region 10F,
10F", the liquid crystal display device 100E is able to display
ajointless image, similarly to the liquid crystal display device
100C (FIG. 7).

In the liquid crystal display device 100E, since the curved
surface portion 26 of the light-transmitting cover 20 and the
curved surface portion 26' of the light-transmitting cover 20'
are linked by the biaxial hinge devices 30 so as to oppose each
other as described above, the width of the non-display region
10FF, which would become a joint in the image, can be
reduced not only in an open state (open angle 61=180° (FIG.
13(5))) but also in intermediate states (0°<61<180°) between
an open state and a closed state.

With reference to FIGS. 14(a) to (d), an open-close opera-
tion of the liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10' in the liquid
crystal display device 100E will be described.

In the liquid crystal display device 100E, the liquid crystal
display panels 10 and 10' are opened or closed as part of the
liquid crystal display units 100e and 100¢' respectively
including the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20'. The liquid
crystal display unit 100e is capable of rotating around the first
rotation axis [L1 which is defined by the first hinge shaft 32,
whereas the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' is capable of
rotating around the second rotation axis [.2 which is defined
by the second hinge shaft 34. The liquid crystal display units
100e and 100¢' are capable of taking an open state (open angle
01=180°), a closed state (01=0°), and intermediate states
therebetween (0°<01<180°).
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FIGS. 14(a), (b), (¢), and (d) show schematic cross-sec-
tional views of the liquid crystal display device 100E when
the open angle 61 between the liquid crystal display units
100e and 100¢' is 180°, 135°, 90°, and 0°. As shown in FIGS.
14(b) and (c¢), the open angle 01 is an angle constituted by an
extended plane of the viewer-side surface 24a of the planar
portion 24 of the light-transmitting cover 20 and an extended
plane of the viewer-side surface 24a' of the planar portion 24'
of the light-transmitting cover 20'; herein, 0°<681<180°.

The liquid crystal display unit 100e rotates around the first
rotation axis .1 which is defined by the first hinge shaft 32,
whereas the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' rotates around
the second rotation axis [.2 which is defined by the second
hinge shaft 34. The viewer-side surface 26a of the curved
surface portion 26 is a part of a cylindrical surface having its
center axis C1 at the first rotation axis L1, whereas the viewer-
side surface 264" of the curved surface portion 26' is a part of
a cylindrical surface having its center axis C2 at the second
rotation axis [.2. These two cylindrical surfaces have the same
radius (designated “r,”); the distance between the first rota-
tion axis L1 (center axis C1) and the second rotation axis [.2
(center axis C2) is 2r,; and the viewer-side surfaces 26a and
264’ are in contact with each other. It will be appreciated that
the distance between the first rotation axis .1 and the second
rotation axis 1.2 does not change even if the liquid crystal
display unit 100e rotates around the first rotation axis L1 or if
the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' rotates around the second
rotation axis [.2. Therefore, as illustrated by the cases where
the open angle 81=135° and 90° shown in FIGS. 14(5) and
(¢), the viewer-side surface 264 of the curved surface portion
26 and the viewer-side surface 264" of the curved surface
portion 26' are opened or closed while being in contact with
each other.

Although the liquid crystal display units 100e and 100¢' are
capable of independently rotating around the rotation axes [.1
and L2, respectively, it is preferable that the liquid crystal
display unit 100e and the liquid crystal display unit 100¢'
rotate equally, as shown in FIGS. 14(5) and (¢). A case will be
discussed where, as illustrated in FIGS. 14(b) and (c), the
liquid crystal display unit 100e is rotated while the liquid
crystal display unit 100¢' stays in place.

As shown in FIG. 14(5), when the liquid crystal display
unit 100e is rotated counterclockwise by 45°, the open angle
01 is 135°. At this time, line segments connecting the first
hinge shaft 32 and the second hinge shaft 34 (which coincide
with the first rotation axis L1 and the second rotation axis L2
in the figure) of each biaxial hinge device 30 constitute an
angle of 22.5° with respect to the horizon. In other words, the
liquid crystal display unit 100e has rotated counterclockwise
by 22.5° around the first rotation axis L1, and the liquid
crystal display unit 100¢' has rotated clockwise by 22.5°
around the second rotation axis L.2.

The same is also true of the case shown in FIG. 14(c). When
the liquid crystal display unit 100e is rotated counterclock-
wise by 90°, the open angle 81 is 90°. At this time, line
segments connecting the first hinge shaft 32 and the second
hinge shaft 34 (which coincide with the first rotation axis [.1
and the second rotation axis [.2 in the figure) of each biaxial
hinge devices 30 constitute an angle of 45° with respect to the
horizon. In other words, the liquid crystal display unit 100e
has rotated counterclockwise by 45° around the first rotation
axis L1, and the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' has rotated
clockwise by 45° around the second rotation axis [.2.

Thus, the viewer-side surface 26a of the curved surface
portion 26 and the viewer-side surface 264" of the curved
surface portion 26' are in contact, and the liquid crystal dis-
play unit 100e and the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' are
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opened or closed so that the angle by which liquid crystal
display unit 100e rotates around the first rotation axis [.1 and
the angle by which the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' rotates
around the second rotation axis [.2 are equal. In other words,
the biaxial hinge devices 30 link the liquid crystal display unit
100¢ and the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' in such a manner
that, when the liquid crystal display unit 100e and the liquid
crystal display unit 100¢' are opened or closed, the viewer-
side surface 26a of the curved surface portion 26 and the
viewer-side surface 264" of the curved surface portion 26' are
in contact, and the following relationship is satisfied: the
angle which a plane containing the first rotation axis [.1 and
the second rotation axis L2 constitutes with the viewer-side
surface 24a of the planar portion 24 and the angle which a
plane containing the first rotation axis [.1 and the second
rotation axis L2 constitutes with the viewer-side surface 244'
of the planar portion 24' are equal.

When the liquid crystal display units 100e and 100¢' are
opened or closed so that the above relationship is maintained,
in any arbitrary intermediate state, the proportions which the
frame regions 10F and 10F' account for in the non-display
region 10FF will be equal to a viewer who is looking in a
direction bisecting the open angle 81, whereby the oddness
felt by the viewer can be reduced.

Hereinafter, it will be explained that, in the liquid crystal
display device 100E, the width of the non-display region
10FF, which would become a joint in the image, can be
reduced even in intermediate states (0°<01<180°) between an
open state and a closed state.

As described above, the liquid crystal display device 100E
is able to display an image on the viewer’s side of the viewer-
side surfaces 26a and 264" of the curved surface portions 26
and 26'. Therefore, when the open angle 61=135° (FIG.
14(b)), for example, since the viewer-side surface 26a of the
curved surface portion 26 and the viewer-side surface 264' of
the curved surface portion 26' are in contact, a jointless image
can be displayed on the entire viewer’s side of the liquid
crystal display device 100E, including the portion at which
the viewer-side surface 264 and the viewer-side surface 264’
are in contact. Similarly, when the open angle 61=90° (FIG.
14(c)), the liquid crystal display device 100E is able to display
a jointless image on the entire viewer’s side of the liquid
crystal display device 100E, including the portion at which
the viewer-side surface 264 and the viewer-side surface 264’
are in contact. Even when the 61 is neither 90° nor 135°, the
viewer-side surface 26a of the curved surface portion 26 and
the viewer-side surface 26a' of the curved surface portion 26'
are in contact in any intermediate state (0°<61<180°). There-
fore, the liquid crystal display device 100E is able to display
a jointless image on the entire viewer’s side by displaying an
image on the viewer’s side of the viewer-side surfaces 26a
and 264’ of the curved surface portions 26 and 26' in interme-
diate states (0°<01<180°).

The liquid crystal display device 100D (FIG. 11) is able to
display a jointless image when the open angle is 180° (FIG.
11(a)), but cannot display a jointless image in intermediate
states (0°<0d<180°). For example, when the open angle 6d is
135°, as shown in FIG. 11(5), the viewer-side surface 26a of
the curved surface portion 26 and the viewer-side surface 264'
of the curved surface portion 26' become parted. Therefore,
even when an image is displayed on the curved surface por-
tions 26 and 26', the interspace between the viewer-side sur-
face 26a of the curved surface portion 26 and the viewer-side
surface 26a' of the curved surface portion 26' is visually
recognized as the non-display region 10FF. Similarly, when
the open angle is 90° (FIG. 11(c)), the interspace between the
viewer-side surface 26a of the curved surface portion 26 and
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the viewer-side surface 264" of the curved surface portion 26'
is visually recognized as the non-display region 10FF.

On the other hand, as described above, the liquid crystal
display device 100E provides an advantage of being able to
display a jointless image not only in an opened state but also
in intermediate states (0°<01<180°), because the liquid crys-
tal display units 100e and 100¢' are opened or closed while the
viewer-side surface 264 of the curved surface portion 26 and
the viewer-side surface 264" of the curved surface portion 26'
are in contact.

Note that the liquid crystal display device 100D (FIG. 11)
is structured so that, when the open angle 6d is 180° (FIG.
11(a)), the hinge device 30d protrudes from the outermost
surface of the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' and thus the
entire display plane does not present a flat shape. On the other
hand, the liquid crystal display device 100E (FIG. 14) main-
tains a flat shape when the open angle 61 is 180° (FIG. 14(a)),
without the biaxial hinge devices 30 protruding. In mobile
phones, personal digital assistants, and the like of the recent
years, there is a tendency to favor designs featuring a flat
display plane, and the structure of the liquid crystal display
device 100E is also advantageous from this standpoint.

In the liquid crystal display device 100E illustrated herein,
the viewer-side surface 26a of the curved surface portion 26
and the viewer-side surface 264' of the curved surface portion
26' are each a part of a cylindrical surface having the same
radius ry; however, the viewer-side surface 26a and the
viewer-side surface 264" may be parts of cylindrical surfaces
of mutually different radii. Moreover, the non-display region
10FF canbe made small without the liquid crystal display unit
100¢ and the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' being con-
structed so as to rotate by the same angle respectively around
the first rotation axis L1 and the second rotation axis .2 when
opened or closed. However, the construction of the liquid
crystal display device 100E, where the liquid crystal display
unit 100e and the liquid crystal display unit 100¢' rotate by the
same angle in mutually different directions when opened or
closed, provides an advantage in that the proportions which
the frame regions 10F and 10F' account for in the non-display
region 10FF will be equal to a viewer looking in a direction
bisecting the open angle 61 in any arbitrary intermediate
state, as describe above, thus reducing the oddness felt by the
viewer.

Moreover, opening or closing does not need to occur while
the viewer-side surface 264 and the viewer-side surface 264’
are in contact. For example, in the case where abrasion or
scratching might be induced by opening or closing while the
viewer-side surface 26a and the viewer-side surface 264' are
in contact, a construction may be adopted such that opening
or closing occurs while an interspace exists between the
viewer-side surface 26a and the viewer-side surface 264'.
With a view to preventing abrasion or scratching of the
viewer-side surface 26a and the viewer-side surface 26a',
hardcoating may be provided on the viewer-side surface 26a
and the viewer-side surface 26a’.

The above description illustrates the liquid crystal display
device 100E with the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20',
which is able to display an image all the way to the end of the
curved surface portions 26 and 26', as an example. However,
depending on the width ofthe frame regions 10F and 10F", the
thickness of the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20", and the
radius of curvature of the curved surface portions 26 and 26',
joints may become visible at some open angles 01 in inter-
mediate states (0°<01<180°). However, as compared to the
liquid crystal display device 100D (FIG. 11), given the same
width of the frame regions 10F and 10F', same thickness of
the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20', and same radius of
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curvature of the curved surface portions 26 and 26', the liquid
crystal display device 100E will offer a broader range of open
angles 01 at which the joint can be eliminated, or if at all, the
joint will be visible in only a small joint width.

FIG. 15(a) shows a schematic cross-sectional view of the
liquid crystal display device 100E in a closed state. FIG. 15(5)
shows a schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
display device 200E of Comparative Example in a closed
state, which includes liquid crystal display units 200e and
200¢' having light-transmitting covers 220 and 220, such that
the viewer-side surface and the rear surface of the planar
portion are parallel, and biaxial hinge devices 230. The
viewer-side surface of the curved surface portions 226 and
226' of the light-transmitting covers 220 and 220" of the liquid
crystal display device 200E have the same radius of curvature
as the radius of curvature of the viewer-side surface of the
curved surface portions 26 and 26' of the liquid crystal display
device 100E. As will be clear from a comparison between
FIGS. 15(a) and (b), in a closed state, a thickness H12 of the
liquid crystal display device 100E at the curved surface por-
tions 26 and 26' and a thickness H22 of the liquid crystal
display device 200E at the curved surface portions 226 and
226' are about the same. On the other hand, a thickness H14 of
the liquid crystal display device 100E at the opposite side
from the side where the curved surface portions 26 and 26' are
located is smaller than a thickness H24 of the liquid crystal
display device 200E at the opposite side from the side where
the curved surface portions 226 and 226' are located. When
provided with light-transmitting covers on the viewer’s side
of'display panels, a foldable display device will become thick
particularly in a folded state. However, as described above,
the liquid crystal display device 100E has excellent portabil-
ity because of being thin even in a closed state.

As shown in FIG. 16(a), when batteries and circuit boards
are to be provided at the back of the liquid crystal display
panels 10 and 10" of a foldable liquid crystal display device
100F including light-transmitting covers with planar portions
having a wedge cross-sectional shape similarly to the liquid
crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12 to 14), regions 90 and
90" in which to accommodate the batteries and circuit boards
may have a wedge cross-sectional shape that becomes thicker
away from the curved surface portions 26 and 26', so that the
overall display device in a closed state has an invariable
thickness. As shown in FIG. 16(b), when batteries and circuit
boards are to be provided at the back of liquid crystal display
panels 210 and 210" of a liquid crystal display device 200F of
Comparative Example, whose light-transmitting covers 220
and 220" are such that the viewer-side surface and the rear
surface of the planar portion are parallel, regions 290 and 290"
in which to accommodate batteries and circuit boards must
have a rectangular cross-sectional shape in order to attain an
invariable thickness as a whole, which increases the overall
thickness. The liquid crystal display device 100F can be thin-
ner and lighter-weighted than the liquid crystal display device
200F of Comparative Example. Also in a foldable liquid
crystal display device according to another embodiment of
the present invention (liquid crystal display device 100D
(FIG. 11), a liquid crystal display device 100G described
below (FIG. 17), and so on, when batteries and circuit boards
are to be provided at the back of the liquid crystal display
panels 10 and 10', a wedge cross-sectional shape which
becomes thicker away from the curved surface portions 26
and 26' may be conferred to the regions 90 and 90' in which to
accommodate the batteries and circuit boards, as in the liquid
crystal display device 100F.
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Next, with reference to FIG. 17, a liquid crystal display
device 100G according to another embodiment will be
described.

As shown in FIG. 17, the liquid crystal display device
100G, which is a foldable liquid crystal display device,
includes a liquid crystal display unit 100g, a liquid crystal
display unit 100g', and biaxial hinge devices (not shown). The
liquid crystal display unit 100g includes a liquid crystal dis-
play panel 10, a housing 50, and a backlight device 40. The
liquid crystal display unit 100g' includes a liquid crystal dis-
play panel 10', a housing 50', and a backlight device 40'.
Similarly to the liquid crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12
to 14), the liquid crystal display unit 100g and the liquid
crystal display unit 100g' of the liquid crystal display device
100G are linked to each other by the biaxial hinge devices so
as to be capable of rotating around a first rotation axis [.1 and
a second rotation axis [.2, respectively. A difference from the
liquid crystal display device 100E is that the liquid crystal
display units 100g and 100g' of the liquid crystal display
device 100G include light-transmitting housings 50 and 50",
instead of the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20'. Although
the housings 50 and 50" have curved surface portions 52 and
52" which refract light going out from peripheral display
regions 10D and 10D' of the liquid crystal display panels 10
and 10', the curved surface portions 52 and 52' differ from the
curved surface portions 26 and 26' of the liquid crystal display
device 100E in that they are disposed at positions overlapping
a region consisting of the peripheral display regions 10D and
10D, frame regions 10F and 10F', and panel neighborhoods
50G and 50G' described below. Although the liquid crystal
display device 100G shown in FIG. 17 also includes the liquid
crystal display panel 10, the backlight device 40, and the like,
these are similar to the liquid crystal display panel 10, the
backlight device 40, and the like of the liquid crystal display
unit 100a, and the descriptions thereof are omitted.

FIG. 18 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of an edge
portion of the liquid crystal display unit 100g. Hereinafter,
any part of a housing will be referred to as a “subhousing”.
The housing 50 is light-transmissive, and, as shown in FIG.
18, includes a curved surface portion 52, a planar portion 54,
a lateral subhousing 56, and a bottom subhousing 58. The
lateral subhousing 56 is provided for protecting the liquid
crystal display panel 10. Because of having the lateral sub-
housing 56, the liquid crystal display unit 100g can prevent
the liquid crystal display panel 10 from being exposed to dust
and water. Moreover, application of direct impact on the
liquid crystal display panel 10 can also be prevented.

The lateral subhousing 56 is provided on a side face 105 of
the liquid crystal display panel 10, whereas the bottom sub-
housing 58 is provided below the backlight device 40. The
curved surface portion 52 is disposed at a position overlap-
ping a region including the peripheral display region 10D of
the liquid crystal display panel 10, the frame region 10F ofthe
liquid crystal display panel 10, and a portion outside the
liquid crystal display panel 10 where the lateral subhousing
56 is disposed. Hereinafter, the region in which the lateral
subhousing 56 is disposed will be referred to as the “panel
neighborhood 50G”. As shown in FIG. 18, the curved surface
portion 52 is disposed so that an outer edge portion 52d of the
curved surface portion 52 exists at the viewer’s side of an
outer end face (also referred to as a “side face™) 565 of the
lateral subhousing 56. The viewer-side surface 52a of the
curved surface portion 52 is a part of a cylindrical surface
whose center axis is at a first center axis C1, the first center
axis C1 coinciding with the first rotation axis [.1 of the biaxial
hinge devices. The planar portion 54 is disposed at a position
overlapping a central display region 10B of the liquid crystal
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display panel 10. A viewer-side surface 54a of the planar
portion 54 is a plane. The planar portion 54 includes a slope
portion such that the distance between the viewer-side surface
54a and a rear surface 54c¢ decreases away from the curved
surface portion 52 along a first axis (which herein is the
horizontal direction).

In FIG. 18, rays going out from pixels which are arrayed in
the display region 10A and entering the curved surface por-
tion 52 and the planar portion 54 are indicated by broken
lines. The light going out from pixels which are arrayed in the
peripheral display region 10D enters the curved surface por-
tion 52, and is refracted outside (i.e., toward the boundary
between the liquid crystal display units 100g and 100g"). At
this time, the light entering the curved surface portion 52 is
refracted at the viewer-side surface 52a of the curved surface
portion 52, and goes out from the viewer-side surface 52a of
the curved surface portion 52, which is disposed above the
peripheral display region 10D, the frame region 10F, and the
panel neighborhood 50G. Light going out from the viewer-
side surface 52a of the curved surface portion 52 travels
straight in a direction perpendicular to the viewer-side surface
54a of the planar portion 54. Therefore, an image which is
formed in the peripheral display region 10D of the liquid
crystal display panel 10 is displayed in an enlarged size in the
region consisting of the peripheral display region 10D, the
frame region 10F, and the panel neighborhood 50G. Light
going out from pixels which are arrayed in the central display
region 10B enters the planar portion 54, and travels straight in
a direction perpendicular to the viewer-side surface 54a of the
planar portion 54. Thus, the image which is formed in the
central display region 10B is displayed on the viewer’s side of
the planar portion 54.

In the liquid crystal display unit 100g, since a part of image
is displayed on the viewer’s side of the lateral subhousing 56,
the lateral subhousing 56 can be obscured. Therefore, the
liquid crystal display unit 100g is unlikely to allow its frame
(the frame region 10F and the lateral subhousing 56) to be
visually recognized. Moreover, since an image which is
formed in the peripheral display region 10D is displayed on
the viewer’s side of the curved surface portion 52, and an
image which is formed in the central display region 10B is
displayed on the viewer’s side of the planar portion 54, an
image can be displayed on the entire viewer’s side of the
liquid crystal display unit 100g.

Also in the liquid crystal display unit 100g', since an image
which is formed in the peripheral display region 10D' is
displayed onthe viewer’s side of the peripheral display region
10D, the frame region 10F", and a lateral subhousing 56', the
frame (the frame region 10F" and the lateral subhousing 56') is
unlikely to be visually recognized. Furthermore, since an
image which is formed in a central display region 10B' is
displayed on the viewer’s side of a planar portion 54', an
image can be displayed on the entire viewer’s side of the
liquid crystal display unit 100g".

Because of having the housings 50 and 50' of the above-
described construction, the liquid crystal display device 100G
is able to display a jointless image on the entire viewer’s side
when the open angle is 180° (FIG. 17).

Moreover, as in the case of the liquid crystal display unit
100g, the planar portion 54' of the housing 50' of the liquid
crystal display unit 100g' includes a slope portion such that
the distance between a viewer-side surface 54a' and a rear
surface 54¢' decreases away from the curved surface portion
52'along afirst axis (which herein is the horizontal direction).
Therefore, as compared to the case where the viewer-side
surface and the rear surface of the planar portion are parallel,
the liquid crystal display device 100G is thin and light-
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weighted. In particular, it has excellent portability because of
being thin even in a folded state.

The liquid crystal display units 100g and 100g' of the liquid
crystal display device 100G are linked by biaxial hinge
devices similar to the biaxial hinge devices 30 (FIGS. 12 to
14) of the liquid crystal display device 100E, and are opened
or closed while the viewer-side surface 52a of the curved
surface portion 52 of the housing 50 and the viewer-side
surface 52a' of the curved surface portion 52' of the housing
50" are in contact. Moreover, as described above, an image can
be displayed on the viewer’s side of the curved surface por-
tions 52 and 52'. Therefore, a jointless image can be displayed
in any intermediate state between an open state and a closed
state. There is also an advantage in that the side faces 105 and
105" of the liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10' are pro-
tected by the lateral subhousings 56 and 56' in the intermedi-
ate states and closed state.

Since the lateral subhousings 56 and 56' are provided out-
side the frame regions 10F and 10F", the liquid crystal display
units 100g and 100g' of the liquid crystal display device 100G
have a large frame and thus a large non-display region, as
compared to the liquid crystal display device 100E (FIG. 13),
which lacks lateral subhousings. However, since the curved
surface portions 52 and 52' are disposed in each region con-
taining the peripheral display region 10D, 10D', the frame
region 10F, 10F", and the panel neighborhood 50G, 50G', it is
possible to make the lateral subhousing 56, 56' difficult to be
visually recognized, whereby a jointless image can be dis-
played.

Note that, as shown in FIG. 18, the end face 565 of the
lateral subhousing 56 of the housing 50 of the liquid crystal
display unit 100g may be formed so as to be oblique. As
shown in FIG. 18, the end face 565 of the lateral subhousing
56 may be formed so that the distance between the end face
565 and the side face 105 of the display panel 10 increases
toward the rear face and away from the viewer’s side.

In the liquid crystal display device 100E (FIG. 13) lacking
the lateral subhousing, the side faces of the liquid crystal
display panels 10 and 10' become exposed in a closed state, as
shown in FIG. 14(d). The side faces of the liquid crystal
display panels 10 and 10" are also exposed in intermediate
states (FIGS. 14(5) to (¢)). Because of including the lateral
subhousings 56 and 56', the liquid crystal display device
100G provides an advantage of preventing the side faces 105
and 104’ of the liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10' from
being exposed in the closed state and intermediate states.

As described above, in the liquid crystal display device
100E, the side faces of the liquid crystal display panels 10 and
10" are exposed at an open angle of 0° (closed state (FIG.
14(d)). Therefore, a protection member which protects the
side faces of the liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10' at an
open angle of 0° may be provided. FIGS. 19(a) and (b) show
a liquid crystal display device 100H having a protection
member 70H, and a liquid crystal display device 1001 having
a protection member 701, respectively.

As in the liquid crystal display device 100H shown in FIG.
19(a), the protection member 70H may be attached when the
open angle is 0°. Alternatively, as in the liquid crystal display
device 1001 shown in FIG. 19(4), a film-like protection mem-
ber 701 may be provided, such that, when the open angle is
more than 0°, the film-like protection member 701 is wound
up around centers of winding 72 and 74 which are respec-
tively provided in the liquid crystal display units 100; and
1004". The liquid crystal display device 1001 has an advantage
in that the side faces ofthe liquid crystal display panels 10 and
10" can be protected not only in a closed state but also in
intermediate states.
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Note that, in the liquid crystal display device 100G shown
in FIG. 17, where lateral subhousings are provided on the side
faces 106 and 104 of the liquid crystal display panels 10 and
10", it is possible to protect the side faces 105 and 105' of the
liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10" in the closed state and
intermediate states, without separately providing any protec-
tion member.

Next, with reference to FIGS. 20 and 21, a liquid crystal
display device 100J according to another embodiment will be
described. The liquid crystal display device 100] differs from
the liquid crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12 to 14) and the
like in that the liquid crystal display units 100; and 100;'
include housings 80 and housings 80' as described below.

FIG. 20 shows a schematic perspective view of the liquid
crystal display device 100J. FIG. 21(a) shows a schematic
plan view of the liquid crystal display device 100J, and FIG.
21(b) shows a schematic cross-sectional view of the liquid
crystal display device 100J along line 21B-21B'in FIG. 21(a).

As shown in FIG. 20, the liquid crystal display device 100]
includes a liquid crystal display unit 100/, a liquid crystal
display unit 1005, and biaxial hinge devices 30. As shown in
FIG. 21(a), the liquid crystal display device 100J includes
two biaxial hinge devices 30 which are provided so as to
oppose each other via the liquid crystal display units 100/ and
1005".

The liquid crystal display unit 1005 includes a liquid crystal
display panel 10, a light-transmitting cover 20, and housings
80. The light-transmitting cover 20 is provided on the view-
er’s side of the liquid crystal display panel 10. The housings
80 are disposed on a side face of the liquid crystal display
panel 10 and on a side face of the light-transmitting cover 20,
which are perpendicular to a first center axis C1 described
later. The liquid crystal display unit 100; includes the two
housings 80 being provided so as to oppose each other via the
liquid crystal display panel 10 and the light-transmitting
cover 20. Similarly, the liquid crystal display unit 100;'
includes a liquid crystal display panel 10', a light-transmitting
cover 20' disposed on the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal
display panel 10', and housings 80'.

As shown in FIG. 21(a), each biaxial hinge device 30 has a
first hinge shaft 32, a second hinge shaft 34, and a linkage
member 36 linking the first hinge shaft 32 and the second
hinge shaft 34. The first hinge shaft 32 and the second hinge
shaft 34 are disposed parallel to each other. The first hinge
shaft 32 is affixed to the housings 80, whereas the second
hinge shaft 34 is affixed to the housings 80'. The liquid crystal
display unit 100; is capable of rotating around a first rotation
axis L1 which is defined by the first hinge shaft 32, whereas
the liquid crystal display unit 100;" is capable of rotating
around a second rotation axis L2 which is defined by the
second hinge shaft 34. Each biaxial hinge device 30 links
together the liquid crystal display unit 1007 and the liquid
crystal display unit 1005, via the linkage member 36. As has
been described with reference to FIG. 13(a), the first hinge
shaft 32 and the second hinge shaft 34 of the liquid crystal
display device 100E are partly located within the light-trans-
mitting covers 20 and 20", so that the first hinge shaft 32 and
the second hinge shaft 34 may partly be visually recognized
by the viewer. As shown in FIG. 21(a), the first hinge shaft 32
and the second hinge shaft 34 of the liquid crystal display
device 1007 are partly located within the housings 80 and 80';
therefore, by forming the housings 80 and 80' from a non-
light-transmitting material, for example, the first hinge shaft
32 and the second hinge shaft 34 can be prevented from being
visually recognized by the viewer, thereby providing for an
improved appearance.
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As shown in FIG. 20, each housing 80 of the liquid crystal
display unit 100; includes a curved subhousing 82 and a
planar subhousing 84. Similarly, each housing 80' of the
liquid crystal display unit 100" includes a curved subhousing
82' and a planar subhousing 84'. A viewer-side surface 844 of
the planar subhousing 84 and a viewer-side surface 844' of the
planar subhousing 84' are planes. As shown in FIG. 20, the
planar subhousing 84 includes a slanted subhousing such that
the distance between viewer-side surface 844 and a rear sur-
face 84¢ of the planar subhousing 84 decreases away from the
curved subhousing 82 along a first axis (horizontal direction).
Moreover, the planar subhousing 84' includes a slanted sub-
housing such that the distance between the viewer-side sur-
face 844' and a rear surface 84¢' of the planar subhousing 84'
decreases away from the curved subhousing 82' along the first
axis (horizontal direction). Although the planar subhousings
84 and 84' shown in FIG. 20 illustrate examples which are
composed only of slanted subhousings, the planar subhous-
ings 84 and 84' may include portions other than the slanted
subhousings. Each planar subhousing may include a slanted
subhousing, and a flat subhousing which is provided outside
the slanted subhousing and whose viewer-side surface and
rear surface are parallel, for example. The viewer-side surface
82a of the curved subhousing 82 and the viewer-side surface
82a' of the curved subhousing 82' are parts of cylindrical
surfaces whose center axes are the first center axis C1 and the
second center axis C2, respectively.

As shown in FIG. 21(b), the light-transmitting covers 20
and 20' include curved surface portions 26 and 26' and planar
portions 24 and 24'. Viewer-side surfaces 24a and 244' of the
planar portions 24 and 24' are planes. The planar portion 24
includes a slope portion such that the distance between the
viewer-side surface 24 and the rear surface 24¢ of the planar
portion 24 decreases away from the curved surface portion 26
along the first axis (horizontal direction). The planar portion
24' includes a slope portion such that the distance between the
viewer-side surface 244" and the rear surface 24¢' ofthe planar
portion 24' decreases away from the curved surface portion
26' along the first axis (horizontal direction). The viewer-side
surface 26a of the curved surface portion 26 and the viewer-
side surface 264’ of the curved surface portion 26' are parts of
cylindrical surfaces whose center axes are the first center axis
C1 and the second center axis C2, respectively.

As shown in FIG. 21(a), each curved subhousing 82 is
disposed so as to adjoin the curved surface portion 26 of the
light-transmitting cover 20. Each curved subhousing 82' is
disposed so as to adjoin the curved surface portion 26' of the
light-transmitting cover 20'. The planar subhousings 84 are
disposed so as to adjoin the planar portion 24 of the light-
transmitting cover 20, whereas the planar subhousings 84' are
disposed so as to adjoin the planar portion 24' of the light-
transmitting cover 20'. The housings 80 and the light-trans-
mitting cover 20 are disposed so that the first center axis C1
coincides with the first rotation axis [.1 of the biaxial hinge
devices 30. Similarly, the housings 80" and the light-transmit-
ting cover 20" are disposed so that the second center axis C2
coincides with the second rotation axis [.2 ofthe biaxial hinge
devices 30.

The viewer-side surface 264 of the curved surface portion
26 and the viewer-side surface 82a of the curved subhousing
82 differ in their distances from the first center axis C1. In
other words, they differ in cylindrical surface radii. Similarly,
the viewer-side surface 264" of the curved surface portion 26'
and the viewer-side surface 824' of the curved subhousing 82'
differ in their distances from the second center axis C2.

FIG. 21(b) together shows the viewer-side surface 26a of
the curved surface portion 26 and the viewer-side surface 82a



US 9,075,258 B2

31

of the curved subhousing 82. As shown in FIG. 21(5), the
viewer-side surface 82a of the curved subhousing 82 is
greater than the viewer-side surface 26a of the curved surface
portion 26. As described earlier, the viewer-side surface 82a
of the curved subhousing 82 and the viewer-side surface 26a
of the curved surface portion 26 are both parts of cylindrical
surfaces whose center axes are the first center axis C1. There-
fore, the distance between the viewer-side surface 82a of the
curved subhousing 82 and the first center axis C1 is greater
than the distance between the viewer-side surface 264 of the
curved surface portion 26 and the first center axis C1. In other
words, the radius of curvature of the viewer-side surface 82a
of the curved subhousing 82 is greater than the radius of
curvature of the viewer-side surface 264 of the curved surface
portion 26. Similarly, the distance between the viewer-side
surface 824' of the curved subhousing 82' and the second
center axis C2 is greater than the distance between the viewer-
side surface 26a' of the curved surface portion 26' and the
second center axis C2.

Therefore, during opening and closing of the liquid crystal
display device 100J, the viewer-side surface 26a of the curved
surface portion 26 and the viewer-side surface 264" of the
curved surface portion 26' are not in contact, but the viewer-
side surface 82a of the curved subhousing 82 and the viewer-
side surface 824' of the curved subhousing 82' are in contact.

Now, as in the liquid crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12
to 14), if the liquid crystal display units 100e and 100¢' are
opened or closed while the viewer-side surface 26a of the
curved surface portion 26 of light-transmitting cover 20 and
the viewer-side surface 26a' of the curved surface portion 26'
of light-transmitting cover 20" are in contact, the viewer-side
surface 264 or the viewer-side surface 264' may incur abra-
sion or scratching. In the liquid crystal display device 1001,
since the viewer-side surfaces 82a and 824' of the curved
subhousings 82 and 82' have a greater radius of curvature than
the curved surface portions 26 and 26' than the radius of
curvature ofthe viewer-side surfaces 26a and 264', opening or
closing occurs without allowing contact between the viewer-
side surface 26a of the curved surface portion 26 and the
viewer-side surface 26a' of the curved surface portion 26'.
Therefore, an advantage is provided in that abrasion or
scratching of the viewer-side surface 26a and the viewer-side
surface 264" is prevented.

Now, the difference (indicated as “dr,” in FIG. 21(5))
between the distance of the viewer-side surface 26a of the
curved surface portion 26 from the first center axis C1 and the
distance of the viewer-side surface 82a of the curved sub-
housing 82 from the first center axis C1 is no less than 0.05
mm and no more than 0.5 mm. Since the radius of curvature
of the viewer-side surfaces 82a and 824' of the curved sub-
housings 82 and 82' is greater than the radius of curvature of
the viewer-side surfaces 26a and 264" of the curved surface
portions 26 and 26', in the liquid crystal display device 100J,
an interspace (a joint dr, indicated in FIG. 21(5)) between the
viewer-side surface 26a of the curved surface portion 26 and
the viewer-side surface 26a' of the curved surface portion 26'
is visually recognized. If dr, is greater than 0.5 mm, the joint
dr, may be conspicuous. Ifit is less than 0.05 mm, abrasion or
scratching is likely to occur at the viewer-side surface 264 and
the viewer-side surface 264'. Note that, as mentioned earlier,
with a view to preventing abrasion or scratching of the
viewer-side surface 26a and the viewer-side surface 264,
hardcoating may be provided on the viewer-side surface 264
and the viewer-side surface 26a’.

The curved surface portions 26 and 26' of the light-trans-
mitting covers 20 and 20' of the liquid crystal display device
10017 are able to display an image on the viewer’s side, as are
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the curved surface portions 26 and 26' of the liquid crystal
display device 100E shown in FIGS. 12 to 14. Therefore, the
liquid crystal display device 100J can display a jointless
image in the open state and intermediate states. Moreover, the
liquid crystal display device 100J is thinner and lighter-
weighted, because each planar subhousing 84 includes a
slanted subhousing such that the distance between the viewer-
side surface 84a and the rear surface 84¢ decreases away from
the curved subhousing 82 along the first axis; each planar
subhousing 84' includes a slanted subhousing such that the
distance between the viewer-side surface 844' and the rear
surface 84¢' decreases away from the curved subhousing 82'
along the first axis; the planar portion 24 includes a slope
portion such that the distance between the viewer-side surface
24a and the rear surface 24¢ decreases away from the curved
surface portion 26 along the first axis; and the planar portion
24' includes a slope portion such that the distance between the
viewer-side surface 24a' and the rear surface 24¢' decreases
away from the curved surface portion 26' along the first axis.
Therefore, in particular, it has excellent portability even in a
folded state.

Inthe case where the housings 80 and 80' are provided as in
the liquid crystal display device 100J, grooves 85 and 85' may
be provided in the curved subhousings 82 and 82', such that
the linkage members 36 of the biaxial hinge devices 30 are
disposed in the grooves 85 and 85', as shown in FIG. 22.

In adisplay device such as the liquid crystal display device
100J, where the liquid crystal display units 1007 and 100;" are
opened or closed while the viewer-side surface 82a of the
curved subhousing 82 and the viewer-side surface 82a' of the
curved subhousing 82' are in contact, if one of the viewer-side
surface 82a of the curved subhousing 82 and the viewer-side
surface 82a' of the curved subhousing 82' slides relative to the
other, impartial opening or closing cannot be stably achieved.
In other words, impartial rotation cannot be stably performed
in such a manner that the angle by which the liquid crystal
display unit 100; rotates around the first rotation axis .1 and
the angle by which the liquid crystal display unit 100/ rotates
around the second rotation axis .2 are equal. Accordingly, as
in a liquid crystal display device 100K and a liquid crystal
display device 100L described below, structures for stabiliz-
ing the open-close operations may be provided.

Instead of each housing 80 and each housing 80' of the
liquid crystal display device 100J shown in FIG. 21, the liquid
crystal display device 100K shown in FIGS. 23(a) and (b)
includes a housing 80K having a curved subhousing 82K with
a plurality of recesses 86 being provided on its viewer-side
surface 82a, and a housing 80K' having a curved subhousing
82K with a plurality of protrusions 86' being provided on its
viewer-side surface 824'. By providing the protrusions 86'
and recesses 86 so that the protrusions 86' mesh with the
recesses 86, the respective liquid crystal display units are
stably allowed to rotate equally.

The liquid crystal display device 1001 shown in FIGS.
24(a) and (b) includes housings 80L each having a subhous-
ing 821 with a first rugged structure 89 provided thereon, and
housings 80L' each having a subhousing 821" with a second
rugged structure 89' provided thereon. The first rugged struc-
ture 89 includes a plurality of alternating recesses 87 and
protrusions 88. The second rugged structure 89' includes a
plurality of alternating protrusions 87 and recesses 88'. By
providing the first rugged structure 89 and the second rugged
structure 89' so that they mesh with each other, the respective
liquid crystal display units are stably allowed to rotate
equally.

The recesses 86 and protrusions 86' of the above-described
liquid crystal display device 100K (FIG. 23), and the recesses
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87, protrusions 88, protrusions 87' and recesses 88' of the
liquid crystal display device 100L (FIG. 24), have a height or
depth of no less than 0.1 mm and no more than 1 mm, and a
cross-sectional width of no less than 0.5 mm and no more than
3 mm, for example.

Moreover, in order to stably achieve impartial rotation in
the open-close operations of the liquid crystal display units
1005 and 100y, in the liquid crystal display device 100J shown
in FIG. 21, friction between the viewer-side surface 82a of the
curved subhousing 82 and the viewer-side surface 824' of the
curved subhousing 82' may be increased. For example, a
high-friction layer using a rubber material may be provided
on the viewer-side surfaces 82a and 82a' of the curved sub-
housings 82 and 82'. Moreover, on the viewer-side surfaces
82a and 824a' of the curved subhousings 82 and 82', rugged
structures which are smaller than the recesses 86 and protru-
sions 86' of the liquid crystal display device 100K (FIG. 23)
and the recesses 87, protrusions 88, protrusions 87' and
recesses 88' of the liquid crystal display device 100L (FIG.
24) may be provided (e.g., rugged structures with a height of
no less than 5 pm and no more than 100 um, and a two-
dimensional size of no less than 5 pm and no more than 100
um), thus realizing a satin-finished surface.

In the liquid crystal display device 100J, the viewer-side
surfaces 26a and 264" of the curved surface portions 26 and
26' of the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' have arc cross
sections. However, as in a liquid crystal display device 100M
shown in FIG. 25, the viewer-side surfaces 284 and 284' of the
curved surface portions 28 and 28' may be curved surfaces
whose cross section is a non-arc curve.

FIG. 25 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of a direct-
viewing type liquid crystal display device 100M according to
an embodiment of the present invention. The liquid crystal
display device 100M includes a liquid crystal display unit
100m, a liquid crystal display unit 100#', and biaxial hinge
devices 30. The liquid crystal display unit 100m includes a
liquid crystal display panel 10, alight-transmitting cover 20m
disposed on the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal display
panel 10, and housings 80. Similarly, the liquid crystal dis-
play unit 100" includes a liquid crystal display panel 10", a
light-transmitting cover 20m', and housings 80'. The light-
transmitting cover 20m includes a curved surface portion 28
with a viewer-side surface 284 having a cross section which is
acurve defined by an aspherical function. Similarly, the light-
transmitting cover 20m' includes a curved surface portion 28'
with a viewer-side surface 284' having a cross section which
is a curve defined by an aspherical function. Note that the
housings 80, the housings 80', and the biaxial hinge device 30
of the liquid crystal display device 100M are similar in con-
struction to the housings 80, the housings 80', and the biaxial
hinge devices 30 of the liquid crystal display device 100]
(FIGS. 20 to 22). Therefore, in the liquid crystal display
device 100M, similarly to the liquid crystal display device
1007, the liquid crystal display unit 100 ands 100m' are
opened or closed while the viewer-side surface 82a of the
curved subhousing 82 and the viewer-side surface 824' of the
curved subhousing 82' are in contact.

FIG. 26 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of the
liquid crystal display device 100M. With reference to FIG. 26,
it will be explained that the liquid crystal display device
100M is able to display an undistorted image.

As shownin FIG. 26, the liquid crystal display panel 10, 10'
includes a display region 10A, 10A' in which a plurality of
pixels are arrayed, and a frame region 10F, 10F' disposed
outside the display region 10A, 10A". A non-display region
10FF which does not contribute to displaying includes the
frame regions 10F and 10F', and in the case where interspaces
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or connecting portions exist between them, also includes any
such interspace or connecting portion. In the display region
10A, 10A' of the liquid crystal display panel 10, 10", a plural-
ity of pixels are provided in a matrix along a first direction (a
direction perpendicular to the plane of the figure of FIG. 26)
and a second direction which is perpendicular to the first
direction and parallel to the display plane of the display panel
10, 10' (a horizontal direction on the plane of the figure of
FIG. 26). The pixels are arrayed at an equal pitch, along each
of the first direction and the second direction.

The liquid crystal display panel 10 includes an upper sub-
strate 11 and a lower substrate 12, with a liquid crystal layer
13 being provided between the upper substrate 11 and the
lower substrate 12. On the upper substrate 11, a color filter
layer and a counter electrode are formed, for example. On the
lower substrate 12, transparent electrodes are formed in a
matrix, and also TFTs, bus lines, and driving circuits for
supplying signals to them are provided, for example. More-
over, the frame region 10F of the liquid crystal display panel
10 includes a sealing portion 16 for keeping the liquid crystal
layer 13 in between the upper substrate 11 and the lower
substrate 12, driving circuits for driving the pixels, and the
like. In the liquid crystal display panel 10", similarly to the
liquid crystal display panel 10, an upper substrate 11', a lower
substrate 12', a liquid crystal layer 13, and a sealing portion
16' are provided.

The light-transmitting cover 20m, 20m' includes a curved
surface portion 28, 28' and a planar portion 24, 24'. The planar
portion 24, 24' is disposed on the viewer’s side of the central
display region 10B, 10B'. A viewer-side surface 24a, 24a' of
the planar portion 24, 24' is a plane. The curved surface
portion 28 is disposed astride a boundary between the display
region 10A and the frame region 10F of the liquid crystal
display panel 10 extending along the first direction. Similarly,
the curved surface portion 28' is disposed astride a boundary
between the display region 10A' and the frame region 10F' of
the liquid crystal display panel 10' extending along the first
direction. Stated otherwise, the curved surface portion 28 is
disposed on the viewer’s side of a region which includes a part
of the frame region 10F and a part of the peripheral display
region 10D within the display region 10A that adjoins the part
of'the frame region 10F along the second direction D2. Simi-
larly, the curved surface portion 28' is disposed on the view-
er’s side of a region which includes a part of the frame region
10F' and a part of the peripheral display region 10D' within
the display region 10A' that adjoins the part of the frame
region 10F" along the second direction D2.

When the viewer-side surface 28a of the curved surface
portion 28 has a cross-sectional shape which is a curve as
defined by an aspherical function that is described in Interna-
tional Publication No. 2009/157150, it can display an undis-
torted image as described below. For reference sake, the entire
disclosure of International Publication No. 2009/157150 is
incorporated herein by reference.

Now, a shape for the viewer-side surface 28a of the curved
surface portion 28 that allows an image formed in the periph-
eral display region 10D to be formed so as to compressed by
an image compression rate a relative to an image formed in
the central display region 10B, and allows the image formed
in the peripheral display region 10D to be displayed with 1/a
times enlargement on the viewer-side surface 28a of the
curved surface portion 28, can be determined as follows.

As an aspherical function f(x), the following mathematical
function is used.

Sx)=h=-cx2/(1+(1-(1+F) a2 V2 )+ 4 x4+ 4 xS+ Agx®+
A 107510
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Herein,

c: curvature of the curved surface portion 28 (an inverse of
the radius of curvature);

h: thickness of the planar portion 24 at the curved surface
portion 28 side; and

k: conic constant.
x represents the position of each point on the viewer-side
surface 28a of the curved surface portion 28 (position along
the second direction D2), whose value increases toward the
frame region 10F, assuming that the central display region
10B side is zero (0).

For example, when

width W2 of the peripheral display region 10D: 12 mm

width W1 of the frame region 10F: 3 mm

image compression rate a: 0.8

thickness h of the planar portion 24 at the curved surface
portion 28 side: 13 mm

radius of curvature (an inverse of the curvature ¢ of the
curved surface portion 28, 1/c): 23 mm

refractive index n of the curved surface portion 28: 1.49
(acrylic resin), then

k=1.15

A,=-7.86x1077

A=1.89x107®

Ag=—1.62x107"°

A,,=4.95x10713,

Moreover, the value of’k is derived by the following equa-
tion.

k=89.9184*-194.57a+159.82a%-57.099a+7.1865

When the image compression rate is small (e.g., a<0.7), the
value of 1/a becomes large, so that each pixel is greatly
enlarged. This may allow any black matrix that exists between
pixels to become conspicuous, often resulting in poor dis-
playing. On the other hand, when the image compression rate
is large (e.g., a>0.9), a large curved surface portion will be
needed relative to the width of the frame region, which is not
preferable. For example, when image compression rate
a=0.95, since a=W2/(W1+W2)=0.95, the width (W1+W2) of
the curved surface portion will be 20 times as large as the
width W1 of the frame region. When the width W1 of the
frame region is 3 mm as in the above example, the width
W1+W?2 of the curved surface portion will be 60 mm. For
example, in display devices for use in mobile phones and the
like, the device width is often 60 mm or less, which makes it
impossible for any member such that the width W1+W2 of the
curved surface portion is 60 mm to be disposed. Therefore,
the image compression rate a is preferably about 0.7 to 0.9.
From the above equation, the conic constants k at image
compression rates a=0.7, 0.9 are respectively calculated to be
k=~0.38, 2.4, and therefore the preferable range for the conic
constant k is no less than 0.38 and no more than 2.4.

By determining the aspherical function f(x) by using the
aforementioned k values, and fabricating curved surface por-
tions 28 and 28" having the viewer-side surfaces 284 and 284"
as expressed by f(x), it becomes possible to display an undis-
torted image in the region composed of the peripheral display
region 10D, 10D' and the frame region 10F, 10F".

FIG. 26 schematically shows rays going out from the liquid
crystal display panels 10 and 10' and entering the light-trans-
mitting covers 20m and 20m'". Light going out from the pixels
that are arrayed in the central display region 10B, 108' of the
liquid crystal display panel 10, 10" enters the planar portion
24, 24', travels straight within the planar portion 24, 24' to go
out toward the viewer’s side, and proceeds in a direction
perpendicular to the viewer-side surface 24a, 244' of the
planar portion 24. Therefore, on the viewer’s side of the
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planar portion 24, 24', an image which is formed in the central
display region 10B, 10B' is displayed. Light going out from
the pixels that are arrayed in the peripheral display region
10D, 10D' enters the curved surface portion 28, 28', and is
refracted outside (i.e., toward the border line between the
liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10") to go out toward the
viewer’s side, and proceeds in a direction perpendicular to the
viewer-side surface 24a, 24a' of the planar portion 24. In this
manner, as a result of the light going out from the peripheral
display region 10D, 10D' of the liquid crystal display panel
10, 10" being refracted, an image is displayed on the front face
of the frame region 10F, 10F".

Now, the cross-sectional shape of the viewer-side surface
28a, 284’ of the curved surface portion 28, 28' is a curve
defined by the aforementioned aspherical function f(x).
Therefore, an image formed in the peripheral display region
10D can be displayed on the viewer’s side of the curved
surface portion 28, 28' with 1/a times enlargement, whereby
anundistorted image can be displayed on the viewer’s side of
the curved surface portion 28. As mentioned above, on the
viewer’s side of the planar portion 24, 24', an image which is
formed in the central display region 10B, 10B' is displayed.
By allowing the image formed in the peripheral display
region 10D, 10D’ to be compressed by the image compression
rate a relative to the image formed in the central display
region 10B, 10B', and allowing the image formed in the
peripheral display region 10D, 10D' to be displayed with 1/a
times enlargement on the viewer-side surface 28a, 284' of the
curved surface portion 28, 28', an undistorted image can be
displayed on the viewer’s side of the planar portion 24, 24'
and the curved surface portion 28, 28'. In other words, an
undistorted image can be displayed across the entire display
plane of the liquid crystal display device 100M.

Note that, as shown in FIG. 25, in the liquid crystal display
device 100M, the distance between the viewer-side surface
82a of the curved subhousing 82 and the first center axis C1
in each housing 80 is greater than the distance between the
viewer-side surface 28a of the curved surface portion 28 of
the light-transmitting cover 20 and the first center axis C1.
The difference (indicated as “d” in FIG. 25) between the
distance of the viewer-side surface 82a from the first center
axis C1 and the distance of the viewer-side surface 28a from
the first center axis C1 is preferably no less than 0.05 mm and
no more than 0.5 mm, similarly to dr, of the liquid crystal
display device 100J (FIG. 21(5)).

Next, with reference to FIG. 27, a liquid crystal display
device 100N according to another embodiment of the present
invention will be described.

FIG. 27(a) is a schematic perspective view of the liquid
crystal display device 100N, and FIG. 27(b) is a schematic
cross-sectional view of the liquid crystal display device
100N. As shown in FIG. 27(a), the liquid crystal display
device 100N includes three liquid crystal display units 100z,
1007', and 1007" having the same construction as that of the
liquid crystal display unit 100a (FIG. 1 and FIG. 2).

As shown in FIGS. 27(a) and (), the liquid crystal display
unit 1007 includes a liquid crystal display panel 10 and a
light-transmitting cover 20. The light-transmitting cover 20
includes a planar portion 24 and a curved surface portion 22.
Similarly, the liquid crystal display unit 100%' includes a
liquid crystal display panel 10", and a light-transmitting cover
20" having a planar portion 24' and a curved surface portion
22'. The liquid crystal display unit 1007 adjoins the liquid
crystal display unit 1007' in such a manner that an edge
portion of a rear surface 10c¢ of the liquid crystal display panel
10 at the side of the curved surface portion 22 overlies an edge
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portion of a viewer-side surface 24a' of the planar portion 24'
at the opposite side from the curved surface portion 22'.

Similarly to the liquid crystal display unit 1007z and the
liquid crystal display unit 1007', the liquid crystal display unit
100%" includes a liquid crystal display panel 10", and a light-
transmitting cover 20" having a planar portion 24" and a
curved surface portion 22". The liquid crystal display unit
100%' adjoins the liquid crystal display unit 100" in such a
manner that an edge portion of a rear surface 10¢' of the liquid
crystal display panel 10' at the side of the curved surface
portion 22' overlies an edge portion of a viewer-side surface
244" of the planar portion 24" at the opposite side from the
curved surface portion 22".

The planar portion 24 of the light-transmitting cover 20 of
the liquid crystal display unit 1007 includes a slope portion
such that the distance between the viewer-side surface 24a
and the rear surface 24c¢ decreases away from the curved
surface portion 22 along a first axis (which herein is the
horizontal direction). The planar portions 24' and 24" of the
light-transmitting covers 20" and 20" also have similar shapes.
Similarly to the planar portion 24, the planar portion 24'
includes a slope portion such that the distance between the
viewer-side surface 24a' and the rear surface 24¢' decreases
away from the curved surface portion 22' along the first axis,
whereas the planar portion 24" includes a slope portion such
that the distance between the viewer-side surface 244" and the
rear surface 24¢" decreases away from the curved surface
portion 22" along the first axis.

FIG. 27(b) schematically shows rays going out from the
liquid crystal display panels 10, 10", and 10" and entering the
light-transmitting covers 20, 20', and 20" so as to go out
toward the viewer’s side. As shown in FIG. 27(5), the rays
entering the curved surface portions 22, 22', and 22" are
respectively refracted by viewer-side surfaces 22a, 224', and
224" of the curved surface portions 22, 22', and 22". There-
fore, the liquid crystal display device 100N is able to obscure
the joints between the liquid crystal display unit 1007 and the
liquid crystal display unit 100%' and between the liquid crystal
display unit 1007' and the liquid crystal display unit 1007 ".

Hereinafter, it will be explained in comparison with Com-
parative Example that, since planar portions 24, 24', and 24"
have wedge cross-sectional shapes, the liquid crystal display
device 100N features a small overall thickness of the display
device, and has small joints between the liquid crystal display
unit 1007 and the liquid crystal display unit 100%' and
between the liquid crystal display unit 1007' and the liquid
crystal display unit 1007", as compared to the case where the
viewer-side surface and the rear surface of each planar portion
are parallel.

FIG. 28(a) shows a schematic cross-sectional view of the
liquid crystal display device 100N according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, whereas FIG. 28(b) shows a
schematic cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display
device 200N of Comparative Example. As shown in FIG.
28(b), the liquid crystal display device 200N includes three
liquid crystal display units 2007, 2007', and 2007" having the
same construction as that of the liquid crystal display unit
200a of Comparative Example (FIG. 3). The liquid crystal
display device 200N differs from the liquid crystal display
device 100N (FIG. 28(a)) in that the viewer-side surface and
the rear surface of planar portions 224, 224', and 224" of
light-transmitting covers 220, 220', and 220" of liquid crystal
display units 2007, 200%', and 200%" are parallel.

As shown in FIG. 28(b), the liquid crystal display device
200N is thickest in a place where a portion of the liquid crystal
display unit 2007 at the curved surface portion 222 side lies
on an edge portion of the planar portion 224' of the liquid
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crystal display unit 2007 at the opposite side from the curved
surface portion 222', and in a place where a portion of the
liquid crystal display unit 2007' at the curved surface portion
222' side lies on an edge portion of the planar portion 224" of
the liquid crystal display unit 2007" at the opposite side from
the curved surface portion 222". The liquid crystal display
device 100N is similarly thickest in a place where the curved
surface portion 22 of the liquid crystal display unit 100z lies
on the edge portion of the planar portion 24' of the liquid
crystal display unit 100%', and in a place where the curved
surface portion 22' of the liquid crystal display unit 1007' lies
on the edge portion of the planar portion 24" of the liquid
crystal display unit 100" ; however, since the edge portion of
the planar portion 24' and the edge portion of the planar
portion 24" are thinner than the edge portion of the planar
portion 224' and the edge portion of the planar portion 224",
the liquid crystal display device 100N is thinner than the
liquid crystal display device 200N at its thickest places.
Therefore, the overall thickness H10 of the liquid crystal
display device 100N is thinner than the overall thickness H20
of the liquid crystal display device 200N.

At the place where the liquid crystal display unit 200% lies
on the liquid crystal display unit 2007', a viewer of the liquid
crystal display device 200N may visually recognize a joint
d20 shown in FIG. 28(b), corresponding to the thickness H2
of the edge portion of the planar portion 224", between an
image which is displayed on the viewer’s side of the liquid
crystal display unit 2007 and an image which is displayed on
the viewer’s side of the liquid crystal display unit 200#'. Since
the thickness h1 of the edge portion of the planar portion 24'
of the liquid crystal display device 100N is smaller than the
thickness H2 of the edge portion of the planar portion 224', a
joint d10 which is visually recognized between the liquid
crystal display units 1007 and 100%' (shown in FIG. 28(a))
can be reduced. Therefore, the liquid crystal display device
100N is able to obscure image joints as compared to the liquid
crystal display device 200N.

As shown in FIG. 27(a), the liquid crystal display unit 100z
of the liquid crystal display device 100N has a bottom sub-
housing 58 such that a recessed portion 584 is formed in an
edge portion of the bottom subhousing 58 at the curved sur-
face portion 22 side, the recessed portion 584 having a shape
corresponding to the shape of an edge portion of the planar
portion 24' of the liquid crystal display unit 1007' at the
opposite side from the curved surface portion 22'. Similarly,
the liquid crystal display unit 1007' has a bottom subhousing
58' such that a recessed portion 584" is formed in an edge
portion of the bottom subhousing 58' at the curved surface
portion 22' side, the recessed portion 584" having a shape
corresponding to the shape of an edge portion of the planar
portion 24" of the liquid crystal display unit 100%" at the
opposite side from the curved surface portion 22". When each
liquid crystal display unit includes a bottom subhousing,
forming a recessed portion at the edge portion of the bottom
subhousing allows the overall display device to become even
thinner corresponding to the recessed portion.

When a plurality of liquid crystal display units are used for
tiling, as in a liquid crystal display device 100Na shown in
FIG. 29(a), edgelight type backlight devices 40a may be
employed each including a light guide plate 42a with a wedge
cross-sectional shape and a light source 44a. By adopting a
construction such that the light guide plate 42a with a wedge
cross-sectional shape is disposed so that its thickness
decreases away from the liquid crystal display unit 100z,
with the light source 44a being interposed between the light
guide plate 42a and the side face of the liquid crystal display
unit 1007', it becomes possible to employ a larger light source
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than in the case where a backlight device 405 having a plate-
like light guide plate 4256 and a light source 445 is used as the
light source 44a, as in a liquid crystal display device 100Nb
shown in FIG. 29(5). Since larger light sources can be used in
the liquid crystal display device 100Na than in the liquid
crystal display device 100Nb, a high-luminance displaying is
enabled. Note that the liquid crystal display device 100Nb
shown in FIG. 29(b) illustrates an example where the shape of
the liquid crystal display unit 1007 as viewed from the view-
er’s side is rectangular, and where the light source 445 is
disposed at the opposite side from the side where the curved
surface portion of the light-transmitting cover is located. In
the case where the liquid crystal display unit 1007 has a
rectangular shape as viewed from the viewer’s side and a
plate-like light guide plate 425 is employed, as in the liquid
crystal display device 100Nb, the light source 445 may be
disposed on any of the four sides. Moreover, such may be
disposed on two or more sides among the four sides.

Although the liquid crystal display device 100N being tiled
up with three liquid crystal display units 1002, 100%', and
100%" is exemplified above, tiling may be accomplished with
four or more liquid crystal display units. Moreover, similarly
to the method of'tiling for the liquid crystal display units 100z
and 1007' or tiling for the liquid crystal display units 1007'
and 100", tiling with two liquid crystal display units may be
carried out such that an edge portion of the liquid crystal
display panel of one liquid crystal display unit at the curved
surface portion side lies on an edge portion of the curved
surface portion of the other liquid crystal display unit at the
opposite side from the planar portion. Either liquid crystal
display device can be made thin and light-weighted for rea-
sons similar to those described with respect to the liquid
crystal display device 100N. Moreover, image joints can be
obscured.

Next, with reference to FIGS. 30 and 31, a liquid crystal
display device 100P according to another embodiment of the
present invention will be described.

FIG. 30(a) shows a schematic plan view of the liquid
crystal display device 100P, and FIG. 30(b) shows a sche-
matic cross-sectional view of the liquid crystal display device
100P along line 30B-30B' in FIG. 30(a).

As shown in FIG. 30, the liquid crystal display device 100P
includes a liquid crystal display unit 100p, a liquid crystal
display unit 100p', and biaxial hinge devices 30. As shown in
FIG. 31(a), the liquid crystal display device 100P includes
two biaxial hinge devices 30 which are provided so as to
oppose each other via the liquid crystal display units 100p and
100p'. Each biaxial hinge device 30 has the same construction
as that of the biaxial hinge devices 30 of the liquid crystal
display device 100E (FIGS. 12 to 14). As will be described
later, the liquid crystal display device 100P differs from the
liquid crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12 to 14) in that the
non-display region 10FF will be visually recognized, because
no part of an image is displayed on curved surface portions 27
and 27" of light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' of the liquid
crystal display units 100p and 100p".

The liquid crystal display unit 100p includes a liquid crys-
tal display panel 10 and the light-transmitting cover 20,
whereas the liquid crystal display unit 100p' includes a liquid
crystal display panel 10" and the light-transmitting cover 20'.
The light-transmitting cover 20 includes a planar portion 24
and the curved surface portion 27 provided at its edge portion
closer to the liquid crystal display unit 100p'. Similarly, the
light-transmitting cover 20' of the liquid crystal display unit
100p' includes a planar portion 24' and the curved surface
portion 27" provided at its edge portion closer to the liquid
crystal display unit 100p. The distance between the viewer-
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side surface and the rear surface of the light-transmitting
cover 20 is largest at a boundary B16 between the curved
surface portion 27 and the planar portion 24. The distance
between the viewer-side surface and the rear surface of the
light-transmitting cover 20' is largest at a boundary B18
between the curved surface portion 27" and the planar portion
24'. The planar portion 24 includes a slope portion such that
the distance between a viewer-side surface 24a and a rear
surface 24¢ decreases away from the curved surface portion
27 along a first axis (which herein is the horizontal direction).
The planar portion 24' includes a slope portion such that the
distance between a viewer-side surface 24a' and arear surface
24c' decreases away from the curved surface portion 27' along
the first axis. A viewer-side surface 27a of the curved surface
portion 27 is a part of a cylindrical surface whose center axis
is a first center axis C1, whereas a viewer-side surface 274’ of
the curved surface portion 27' is a part of a cylindrical surface
whose center axis is a second center axis C2.

The light-transmitting cover 20 is disposed so that the first
center axis C1 of the cylindrical surface of the viewer-side
surface 27a of the curved surface portion 27 coincides with a
first rotation axis L1 of the biaxial hinge devices 30, whereas
the light-transmitting cover 20' is disposed so that the second
center axis C2 of the cylindrical surface of the viewer-side
surface 27a' of the curved surface portion 27' coincides with
a second rotation axis [.2 of the biaxial hinge devices 30.

Similarly to the liquid crystal display panels of the liquid
crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12 to 14) or the like, the
liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10' are known liquid
crystal display panels. As shown in FIG. 30(4), the liquid
crystal display panel 10 includes a display region 10A in
which a plurality of pixels are arrayed and a frame region 10F
provided outside the display region 10A; similarly, the liquid
crystal display panel 10' includes a display region 10A' and a
frame region 10F'. Since no image is displayed in the frame
regions 10F and 10F', when a single image is displayed on the
liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10", a non-display region
10FF composed of the frame regions 10F and 10F" will be
visually recognized as a joint.

FIGS. 31(a), (b), and (c¢) are schematic cross-sectional
views of the liquid crystal display device 100P at open angles
01 0f 135°, 90°, and 0°, respectively. Since each biaxial hinge
device 30 has the same construction as that of the biaxial
hinge devices 30 of the liquid crystal display device 100E
(FIGS. 12 to 14), the liquid crystal display device 100P is
opened or closed while the viewer-side surface 27a of the
curved surface portion 27 and the viewer-side surface 274" of
the curved surface portion 27" are in contact with each other,
as has been described with respect to the liquid crystal display
device 100E by referring to FIG. 14.

The liquid crystal display device 100P differs from the
liquid crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12 to 14) with
respect to the positions at which the curved surface portions
27 and 27' of the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' of the
liquid crystal display units 100p and 100p' are located. The
viewer-side surfaces 27a and 274" of the curved surface por-
tions 27 and 27" of the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' of
the liquid crystal display units 100p and 100p"' have a smaller
radius of curvature than the radius of curvature of the viewer-
side surfaces 22a and 224" of the curved surface portions 22
and 22' of the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' of the liquid
crystal display device 100E (FIGS. 12 to 14), such that the
curved surface portions 27 and 27' of the light-transmitting
covers 20 and 20' of the liquid crystal display units 100p and
100p" are disposed on the viewer’s side of a part of the frame
regions 10F and 10F'. The curved surface portions 27 and 27'
are not constructed so as to cause an image which is formed in
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the display regions 10A and 10A’ to be partly displayed onthe
frame regions 10F and 10F', and the viewer will visually
recognize the non-display region 10FF at open angles 61 of
180°, 135°, and 90° as respectively shown in FIG. 30(5), FIG.
31(a), and FIG. 31(b). However, as will described below, this
provides an advantage in that the non-display region can be
narrowed as compared to the display device 200P whose
entire viewer-side surface is a plane, in any intermediate state
between an open state and a closed state.

Hereinafter, it will be explained that the liquid crystal
display device 100P is able to reduce the non-display region
in intermediate states (0°<01<180°) between an open state
and a closed state, in comparison with Comparative Example.

With reference to FIGS. 32 and 33, a foldable liquid crystal
display device 200P of Comparative Example will be
described. The liquid crystal display device 200P of Com-
parative Example shown in FIG. 32 differs from the liquid
crystal display device 100P in that it includes hinge devices
230 each having a single hinge shaft, and that an entire
viewer-side surface 2204 of its light-transmitting cover 220 is
a plane.

As shown in FIG. 32, the liquid crystal display device 200P
of Comparative Example includes aliquid crystal display unit
200p, a liquid crystal display unit 200p', and hinge devices
230. The liquid crystal display unit 200p includes a liquid
crystal display panel 210 and a light-transmitting cover 220.
As shown in FIG. 32, the entire viewer-side surface 220a of
the light-transmitting cover 220 is a plane. Similarly, the
liquid crystal display unit 200p' includes a liquid crystal dis-
play panel 210' and a light-transmitting cover 220', and an
entire viewer-side surface 220q' of the light-transmitting
cover 220' is a plane.

Each hinge device 230 is a uniaxial hinge device having a
single hinge shaft, and the liquid crystal display units 200p
and 200p' are each capable of rotating around a rotation axis
L3 which is defined by the hinge shaft. The liquid crystal
display units 200p and 200p' are linked to each other by the
hinge devices 230, and are able to take an open state (open
angle 02=180°), a closed state (02=0°), or intermediate states
(0°<02<180°) therebetween.

FIGS. 33(a), (b), and (c) show schematic cross-sectional
views of the liquid crystal display device 200P at open angles
02 0f 135°,90°, and 0°, respectively. The open angle 62 is an
angle constituted by the viewer-side surface 220a of the light-
transmitting cover 220 and the viewer-side surface 220a' of
the light-transmitting cover 220".

FIGS. 33(a) and (b) show cross sections of the viewer-side
surface 27a of the curved surface portion 27 and the viewer-
side surface 27a' of the curved surface portion 27' of the liquid
crystal display device 100P with broken lines x and x', respec-
tively. As described above, since the viewer-side surface 27a
of the curved surface portion 27 and the viewer-side surface
274" of the curved surface portion 27' are each a part of a
cylindrical surface, the broken lines x and x' are arcs. Now, a
situation where viewing is conducted from a direction of
bisecting the open angle (61, 62) is considered. As can be seen
from FIG. 33(a), when the open angle (61, 02) is 135°, the
width of the non-display region 10FF of the liquid crystal
display device 100P of the present embodiment along a direc-
tion which orthogonally intersects the direction bisecting the
open angle is smaller, by the distance dx, between the broken
line x and the broken line X', than the width of the non-display
region 210FF of the liquid crystal display device 200P of
Comparative Example along a direction bisecting the open
angle. Similarly when the open angle (61, 82) is 90°, as shown
in FIG. 33(b), the width of the non-display region 10FF of the
liquid crystal display device 100P according to the embodi-
ment is smaller than the width of the non-display region
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210FF of the liquid crystal display device 200P of Compara-
tive Example by the distance dx, between the broken line x
and the broken line x'.

Even when the open angle (61) is neither 90° nor 135°, for
similar reasons, the width of the non-display region 10FF of
the liquid crystal display device 100P according to the
embodiment is smaller than the width of the non-display
region 210FF of the liquid crystal display device 200P of
Comparative Example. Thus, in the liquid crystal display
device 100A, the non-display region 10FF can be reduced in
intermediate states (0°<01<180°) between an open state and
a closed state.

Moreover, the liquid crystal display device 100P can be
made thin and light-weighted because the planar portion 24 of
the light-transmitting cover 20 has a slope portion such that
the distance between the viewer-side surface 24q and the rear
surface 24¢ decreases away from the curved surface portion
27 along the first axis, and because the planar portion 24' of
the light-transmitting cover 20" has a slope portion such that
the distance between the viewer-side surface 24a' and the rear
surface 24¢' decreases away from the curved surface portion
27" along the first axis (which herein is the horizontal direc-
tion).

Note that the light-transmitting covers 20 and 20' are made
of an acrylic resin, for example, and protects the display
planes of the liquid crystal display panels 10 and 10" from
impact and dust or the like.

A display unit or display device according to the present
invention can be used for an electronic book, a smartphone, a
portable game machine, a display device with a touchscreen,
or the like. Without being limited thereto, a display device
according to the present invention can also be used as a
display device having a large screen and excellent portability.
It can also be used as a display device at an amusement
facility.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is suitably used as a display unit or
display device for displaying information.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10, 10 liquid crystal display panel

10A, 10A’ display region

10B, 10B' central display region

10D, 10D’ peripheral display region

10F, 10F"' frame region

104, 104" side face of liquid crystal display panel

11, 11" upper substrate

12, 12' lower substrate

13, 13' liquid crystal layer

16, 16' sealing portion

20, 20' light-transmitting cover

22, 22' curved surface portion

24, 24' planar portion

30 biaxial hinge device

40, 40' backlight device

62, 62' optical film portion

100a liquid crystal display unit

100B liquid crystal display device

B1 boundary between planar portion and curved surface
portion

C1 first center axis

C2 second center axis

L1 first rotation axis

L2 second rotation axis
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The invention claimed is:

1. A direct-viewing type display unit comprising at least
one display panel and at least one light-transmitting cover
disposed on a viewer’s side of the at least one display panel,
wherein,

the at least one light-transmitting cover includes a planar

portion having a viewer-side surface which is a plane,
and a curved surface portion adjoining the planar portion
along a first axis, the curved surface portion having a
viewer-side surface which is a curved surface;

the planar portion includes a slope portion such that a

distance between a viewer-side surface and a rear sur-
face decreases away from the curved surface portion
along the first axis;
the at least one display panel includes a display region, and
a frame region provided outside the display region; and

the slope portion extends over to a boundary between the
display region and a portion of the frame region that is
located at an opposite side from where the curved sur-
face portion is located.
2. The display unit of claim 1, wherein a distance between
a viewer-side surface and a rear surface of the at least one
light-transmitting cover is largest at a boundary between the
curved surface portion and the planar portion.
3. The display unit of claim 1, wherein,
the at least one display panel includes a display region and
a frame region provided outside the display region; and

the curved surface portion causes a part of light going out
from the display region to be refracted toward the frame
region.

4. A display device comprising a first display unit and a
second display unit, the first display unit and the second
display unit each being the display unit of claim 1, wherein,

the first display unit includes a first display panel and a first

light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of
the first display panel;

the second display unit includes a second display panel and

a second light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s
side of the second display panel;

the first light-transmitting cover includes a first planar por-

tion and a first curved surface portion adjoining the first
planar portion along the first axis;
the second light-transmitting cover includes a second pla-
nar portion and a second curved surface portion adjoin-
ing the second planar portion along the first axis; and

the first curved surface portion adjoins the second curved
surface portion along the first axis.

5. A foldable display device comprising a first display unit
and a second display unit, and a uniaxial hinge device having
a single rotation axis, the first display unit and the second
display unit each being the display unit of claim 1, wherein,

the first display unit includes a first display panel and a first

light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of
the first display panel;

the second display unit includes a second display panel and

a second light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s
side of the second display panel; and

the first display unit and the second display unit are linked

via the single rotation axis so as to be capable of relative
rotation.

6. A display device comprising a first display unit and a
second display unit, the first display unit and the second
display unit each being the display unit of claim 1, wherein,

the first display unit includes a first display panel and a first

light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of
the first display panel;
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the second display unit includes a second display panel and
a second light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s
side of the second display panel;

the first light-transmitting cover includes a first planar por-
tion and a first curved surface portion adjoining the first
planar portion along the first axis;

the second light-transmitting cover includes a second pla-
nar portion and a second curved surface portion adjoin-
ing the second planar portion along the first axis; and

the first display unit adjoins the second display unit in such
amanner that an edge portion of a rear surface of the first
display panel at the first curved surface portion side
overlies an edge portion of a viewer-side surface of the
second planar portion at an opposite side from the sec-
ond curved surface portion.

7. A foldable display device comprising a first display unit
and a second display unit, and a biaxial hinge device, the first
display unit and the second display unit each being defined
by:

a direct-viewing type display unit comprising at least one
display panel and at least one light-transmitting cover
disposed on a viewer’s side of the at least one display
panel,

the at least one light-transmitting cover includes a planar
portion having a viewer-side surface which is a plane,
and a curved surface portion adjoining the planar portion
along a first axis, the curved surface portion having a
viewer-side surface which is a curved surface; and

the planar portion includes a slope portion such that a
distance between a viewer-side surface and a rear sur-
face decreases away from the curved surface portion
along the first axis, wherein,

the first display unit includes a first display panel and a first
light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the
first display panel;

the second display unit includes a second display panel and a
second light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of
the second display panel;

the first display unit and the second display unit are linked by
the biaxial hinge device so that the first display unit is capable
of rotating around a first rotation axis and that the second
display unit is capable of rotating around a second rotation
axis which is parallel to the first rotation axis;

the first light-transmitting cover includes a first planar portion
and a first curved surface portion adjoining the first planar
portion;

the second light-transmitting cover includes a second planar
portion and a second curved surface portion adjoining the
second planar portion;

aviewer-side surface of the first planar portion is a plane, and
a viewer-side surface of the first curved surface portion is a
part of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at a first
center axis;

a viewer-side surface of the second planar portion is a plane,
and a viewer-side surface of the second curved surface por-
tion is a part of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at a
second center axis;

the first rotation axis of the biaxial hinge device coincides
with the first center axis of the first light-transmitting cover;
and

the second rotation axis of the biaxial hinge device coincides
with the second center axis of the second light-transmitting
cover.

8. The display device of claim 7, wherein, when the first
display unit and the second display unit are opened or closed,
the viewer-side surface of the first curved surface portion and
the viewer-side surface of the second curved surface portion
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are in contact, and the first display unit and the second display
unit rotate in opposite directions from each other so as to
satisfy the relationship that: an angle by which the first dis-
play unit rotates around the first rotation axis and an angle by
which the second display unit rotates around the second rota-
tion axis are equal.

9. The display device of claim 7, wherein,

the first display unit further includes a first light-transmit-
ting subhousing extending in parallel to the first center
axis and being disposed on a side face of the first display
panel;

the second display unit further includes a second light-
transmitting subhousing extending in parallel to the sec-
ond center axis and being disposed on a side face of the
second display panel;

the first display panel includes a first display region and a
first frame region provided outside the first display
region;

the second display panel includes a second display region
and a second frame region provided outside the second
display region;

the first light-transmitting subhousing is disposed so that
an edge of the first curved surface portion of the first
light-transmitting cover is located at a viewer’s side of
an end face of the first light-transmitting subhousing;

the second light-transmitting subhousing is disposed so
that an edge of the second curved surface portion of the
second light-transmitting cover is located at a viewer’s
side of an end face of the second light-transmitting sub-
housing;

the first light-transmitting subhousing and the first light-
transmitting cover are formed integrally;

the second light-transmitting subhousing and the second
light-transmitting cover are formed integrally;

the first curved surface portion causes a part of light going
out from a first peripheral display region to be refracted
toward the first frame region, the first peripheral display
region being within the first display region and adjoining
the first frame region;

the second curved surface portion causes a part of light
going out from a second peripheral display region to be
refracted toward the second frame region, the second
peripheral display region being within the second dis-
play region and adjoining the second frame region;

a part of light going out from the first peripheral display
region of the first display panel goes out toward a view-
er’s side of the first light-transmitting subhousing; and

apart of light going out from the second peripheral display
region of the second display panel goes out toward a
viewer’s side of the second light-transmitting subhous-
ing.

10. The display device of claim 7, wherein,

the first display unit further includes a first planar subhous-
ing and a first curved subhousing, the first planar sub-
housing having a viewer-side surface which is a plane, a
viewer-side surface of the first curved subhousing being
a part of a cylindrical surface having a center axis at the
first center axis;

the second display unit includes a second planar subhous-
ing and a second curved subhousing, the second planar
subhousing having a viewer-side surface which is a
plane, a viewer-side surface of the second curved sub-
housing being a part of a cylindrical surface having a
center axis at the second center axis;

the first planar subhousing is disposed so as to adjoin the
first planar portion of the first light-transmitting cover;
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the second planar subhousing is disposed so as to adjoin the
second planar portion of the second light-transmitting
cover;

the first curved subhousing is disposed so as to adjoin the
first curved surface portion of the first light-transmitting
cover;

the second curved subhousing is disposed so as to adjoin
the second curved surface portion of the second light-
transmitting cover;

a distance between the viewer-side surface of the first
curved subhousing and the first center axis is greater
than a distance between the viewer-side surface of the
first curved surface portion and the first center axis; and

a distance between the viewer-side surface of the second
curved subhousing and the second center axis is greater
than a distance between the viewer-side surface of the
second curved surface portion and the second center
axis.

11. A foldable display device comprising a first display unit
and a second display unit, and a biaxial hinge device, the first
display unit and the second display unit each being defined
by:

a direct viewing type display unit, comprising at least one
display panel and at least one light-transmitting cover
disposed on a viewer’s side of the at least one display
panel,

the at least one light-transmitting cover includes a planar
portion having a viewer-side surface which is a plane,
and a curved surface portion adjoining the planar portion
along a first axis, the curved surface portion having a
viewer-side surface which is a curved surface; and

the planar portion includes a slope portion such that a
distance between a viewer-side surface and a rear sur-
face decreases away from the curved surface portion
along the first axis, wherein,

the first display unit includes a first display panel, a first
light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of the
first display panel, and a first housing;

the second display unit includes a second display panel, a
second light-transmitting cover disposed on a viewer’s side of
the second display panel, and a second housing;

the first display unit and the second display unit are linked by
the biaxial hinge device so that the first display unit is capable
of rotating around the first rotation axis and that the second
display unit is capable of rotating around a second rotation
axis which is parallel to the first rotation axis;

the first housing includes a first planar subhousing and a first
curved subhousing, the first planar subhousing having a
viewer-side surface which is a plane, a viewer-side surface of
the first curved subhousing being a part of a cylindrical sur-
face having a center axis at a first center axis;

the second housing includes a second planar subhousing and
a second curved subhousing, the second planar subhousing
having a viewer-side surface which is a plane, a viewer-side
surface of the second curved subhousing being a part of a
cylindrical surface having a center axis at a second center
axis;

the first light-transmitting cover includes a first planar portion
and a first curved surface portion, the first planar portion
having a viewer-side surface which is a plane, a viewer-side
surface of the first curved surface portion having a cross
section which is a curve defined by an aspherical function, the
cross section being perpendicular to the first center axis;

the second light-transmitting cover includes a second planar
portion and a second curved surface portion, the second pla-
nar portion having a viewer-side surface which is a plane, a
viewer-side surface of the second curved surface portion hav-
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ing a cross section which is a curve defined by an aspherical
function, the cross section being perpendicular to the second
center axis;

the first rotation axis of the biaxial hinge device coincides
with the first center axis of the first housing;

the second rotation axis of the biaxial hinge device coincides
with the second center axis of the second housing;

the first light-transmitting cover is disposed so that the first
curved surface portion adjoins the first curved subhousing
and that the first planar portion adjoins the first planar sub-
housing; and

the second light-transmitting cover is disposed so that the
second curved surface portion adjoins the second curved sub-
housing and that the second planar portion adjoins the second
planar subhousing.
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